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Ecclef. 7. 2. 


It & better to go to the houſe of mourning, then to fo to the 0 
feaſting : for that u the end of all men, and the living wu 


40 bus heart, ler 
. Eccleſ. 11.9. 5 
Rejoyee, O young man in thy youth, and let thy hear Rue this 


dayes of thy youth, and walk in the wayes of thine bat, 
the fig bt ef thine eyes : but know thou, thas for all 
God will bring thee into judgement, — 
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The Riſing Generation. 


Eccleſ. 12. 1. 


Remember nom thy Creator in the dayes of thy youth, while the — 
dayes come not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou ſhalt 19, 9 
I have no pleaſure i in hem. 


K pleaſed to underſtand, That the Text that I have now 1 
a te mine on choofing, but was choſen 

tle before he left as) who is new in anocher Wa 
— his earneſt _ about two or three dayes org 
(being apprehenſive that his change was at hand) that I would Racks, 
Sermon for him upon this Text: His ſurviving Friend and Compamſem. 
who held him very dear, and wich whom be it to Ss bis, 
deſire, hath been unſatisfiedly urgent with me in this "Tag. the * 
— deſire of the dy — the will of the 4 
be fulfilled ; which ſeconded by others, hath — 


_— 
ee his Providence is commend ro — 


Fn, 8 9 fag: = 
the Deceaſed, as The Legacy w 7 — 5 
ro the 7 bug 122 — kms to 

wich this Text at this time (mine and yours) b from 2 

Divine Providence ther eunto dir ecting: for not 8 * 
deceaſed (calling us as it were wich his laſt breath to — | 
this Subject) bur bis Dearh , nor his alone, but that of ochers, lately cak 
away (boch among our: ſelves, * Neighbour- Planzarions) N 
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gray hairs and wrinkles of Age, Death hath prevented : . emn 
and awak-ni-g Providence of God in theſe Diſpes ſations, are lou cal- 
Jing me and you, and all of us (ve Younger fort eipecially, who are apt — 
to put it off) to an early, timel, remembru g God, according 40. 

Counſel given in our Text, Remember now thy Creator in the d-yer of th 

Jet h, &c. | ; 


His whole Book is in the ſubſtance of it a ſerious calling men back 
; unto God, a recalling men chat are forgetc ng God, forſaking there 
ems mercies, and follonins aſter hing vanities, from tlioſe vain, y, 
ru tleſs pur fra ces, to the rem-mbrarce of . The fur of. this 
whole Diicourſe (wherein G. cat and Wiſe and Experienced Slumes is 
, us in his own account, that we may know what to cruſt to) ſtand 


rhefe two Points. 

\ I. T hat the Chief Good of the (ons ef mim i wet to be found in all Crea- 
ture under the Sun, nor in mens labours and travails about them; all the 
ped that by the greateſt induſtry can be gotten out. of them, being but 

Sawey, and vexation of ſpirit, as he after a thoro tedious ſcar ch had 
uslly.woful experience. 
2 Fat man; Happineſs u to be found enelj in God, aud inthe being vn 
Him This is chat great Concluſion that he laying down as the ſain 
2 iſſuę of all, in the 13th Verſe of this 1.21h Chapret ; Let u bray the 
"Canclyfon of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep bl Communaments, for 
ile be whole of man. Upon theſe grounds we have him through ur 
"ghis Diſcourſe, as caucioning men againſt Creature-prvſuar ces, and ſeeks 
Sp happineſs whergit is not to be had, and" nothing Tan be excraRcdby 
sw Chymiſtry but vanity and ur ion W ſo, calli 
than * - Gxeatot, and the remembrange of i, in whom, an 
Happineſs doch indeed coob/t. n 
other Arguments, Motiv s and perſwaſſont, | 
in this Book, to diſfvade men, ft om an or . 
got fulaeſs about, and eager ſeeking Napyineſs in tht Crea 
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he Wiſe · man drawing towards a conclafion, is urging ho erhiy > 
a Argument, taken from the brevity of life; the certainry of ap- 8: 


Proaching death, and the ſolemn and · momentous Conſ-querces attends 
Ing and following upon it. We have him fomerrmes touching upon 
More, but more fully falling in with ir at tic u Verſe of the i t 
Fier, ua hit it to the 84 Yer ſe of this 1 2:6 Gapter. C 


- the Ar which to untye and take us off fromthe C Gd bir 8 b 
a attention if 
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none more plain, ſenfible, palp-b'e, pr; ſſi g. cagent, and that may go | 
tur ther te co1:y11' 0 fl-ſh ar.a blood, a Ser fauiit't himſelt, then the contt- | 
dato et there Life, a dihel „g Frerrity ter; the cert.iinty 
of D: «9, 4-d che ftrit Account that tO es ie. Ih A gun. en:. „ the | 
mo:t fo cubic, tuk 1p, p evelent, the WI mia 15 reſe v.ng to, and im- 
provi g in the jatpi.ce, tiking in with it (s we were l yi) at ver. 7, 
vi & clo egg, and urging home in the 1 ] 1.1 of that, and in che * 
| 
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d-o n117-8 ot tins Chapter, eſprcially upon 7 0.79 u. that are moſt apt 
ta pleaſ. ant pamper chemſelveSiiins fl-urifh is Age, pucting te cv. 
amy for of, Bai.inafew words io Comp to our let. 

om 1s mn Argument, tak-"1 from tee of Lise, the certain- 
trof Death, ard the momentous C nl quences ater ding it, ich we have 
the Pea. lier p:opul.ng int . 7. & d. ot the toregoing Chap cr, Truly 
Lernt is fett, ana”? bunt ih a7 it ts for th (Jes to bekola the Sun: bt it 
a man ive maky ye'rs, and recht in them all, yet lit kim remember the duet 
% daremſs, for whey ſrall be many; all that Comith ts Vany : and cloſel 
and cu:tingly applying to young men, that are moſt apt to put it off, in 
2.9. Reg, O ung man tk thy yourh, and lit thy heart ch car tee in 
the d.ijes of thy youth, and walk in the wayes of thy heart, and in thy ſi ght of 
thine ches: but l now trow, that for all thiſe things Cod will bring thee into 
Juagement : We have l im maxing two Inferences,. or exhortiag to a two- 
told duty; the for me- we have in the lat Vet fe of that Chapter, the lat- 
ter in the ti: ſt Verſe of this, in the words of the Text : Both which he is 
backing wi.h che former Argument, the brevi'y of Life, and the cert. anti 
of approacking Death, 

Ihe firit Inference or Duty exhorted to in the laſt Verſe of the former 
Chapter is, Therefore remove ſorrow ſrom thy heart, and pat away evit 
from thy fl: ſo 1 do, may the young man think, while I rejoyce in my 

' Youth, and my heart chears me, while I walkin the wayes of my heat, 
and in che ſight of mine eyes; it this be not to remove ſor roꝶ from my 


h- arc, ard pn: away evil from my fleſh, what is? Such indegdye the opi- 
mon of the ſlech touch ing ſenſual pleaſures, but ſure the judgement gf 
the Spirit of God is quite contrary hereunto, aud it is quite another 
thing het is here intended, viz. the putting away ſorrow, by the put- 
ting away fin, the removirg of the F, the evil of aſſſict. on and ful 
fe: ing, by removing the Caxſe, the evil of concupiſcence and inordinate 
af ct. n, according to the truth of that which he is elſwhere ſpeaking, 
Prov 14.13. Even in Ling bter the heart . (orrowful, and the _ of that 
mirth ir heavineſs, A holy heart and a merry heart go together, ard a 
fiufut heart and a ſorrowful heart _carinor, will not be long aſander ; ho 
A} that 
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that puts not away the evil of (in from his fleſh,. cannot long put away 
the evil of ſmart and ſuffering : whatever vain ſenſual men may imagine, 
the wiacing up will prove that of the Wiſe-man true, Prov.11.29. As 
righreonſne/s tendeth to life , ſo be that purſneth evil, purſueth it to hu own 
death ; ard the Reaſon backing it is botromed upon the ſame main Ar gu- 
ment, the flittingneſs, brevity, and wncertainty of Life, even in the young 
and luſty ; for Childhcod and Tonth i vanity, i.e. are fading, paſſing, un- 
certain, ſoon ſpent: Young men may bear and behave themſelves as if 
imagining their hot blood, luſty bodies, activity, beauty, would laſt al- 
— — and their youthful pleaſures never be at an end; but, Childhood 
and Teuth are vanity : Death may not wait till they be gray- headed; or 
however, the earlieſt Morning haſtens apace to Noon, and then to Night. 

The ſecond Inference or Duty exhorted to, you have in the words of 
the Text, Remember thy Creator in the dayes of thy youth. As in the former 
he was calling off from fin, vanity, the empty purſuance of the Crea- 
ture, ſo in this he is calling to, and putting upon the remembrance of the 
- Creator, 9.4. relinquiſh your vanities, and your ſenſual pleaſures and 
contentments, which will be bitterneſs in the latter end, and ſer your 
hearts ſeriouſly God-ward, turn your thoughts toward the minding him, 
And this Exhortation of young men to the nom remembring of their Crea- 
tor, is urged upon them by the ſame main Argument ſtill, The flictingneſs 
and vanity of Life, and the approaching certainty, and the evil and dark 
dayes of old Age and Death, M bile the evil dayer come not, &c. as in this 
and the following Verſes; 9.d. old Age and Death are baſtening upon 
you, and will certainly and ſoon overtake you, It is the former part of 
the Verſe, Remember now thy Creator in the daes of 4 youth, that I ſhall 
inſiſt upon, taking no further notice of the latter, bur as ic may be an 
Argument to enforce this, And here becauſe I ſtudy expedition, and 
the Explication will neceſſarily take up ſome room and time, as alſo that 
the Req of the duty here required of us, is couched in the expreſſions 
wherein it is commended to us, We ſhall firſt lay down the Concluſion or 
' Point of Doltrine from the words, and then open it to you, and fetch 

the Reaſons out of its own bowels. The Obſervation then —— to 
tha terms of the Text, which we ſhall after more fully unfold) is th: 
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DoR. That it ij every mans Duty, every young mans Duty, now 
in the dayes of his youth, to Remember hu Creator. Remember 
vom thy Creator in the dayes of thy youth. 


It is every mans duty to. rewember God, it is every young mans duty 
— to 
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to do it now in the dayes of his youth. For the clearing up of the Do- 
ctrine, and m. king way for the Application and Improvement of ir, we 
have three things to handle and unfold: (I.) What this Remembring 
our Creator ( he duty which the Text and Doctrine calls for) is importing, 
(2.) The Reaſons of our % deing, which the term of Creator is imply- 
ing. (3.) Why the Younger may not put it off, but it muſt be v done, 
now in the daes of their youth. 

I. What this remembring God, remembring our Creator is importing. 
Remembring, commonly in Scripture acceptation, is not ſtrictiy taken for 
the ſimple act of memory, the meer retaining a thing in our heads, nor 
is ſo here to be taken for any one ſimple act of the Soul, nor yet divers 
and continued acts of one and the ſame Faculty; but it is taken for the 
compleat, entire motion of the whole Soul, the whole man towards God. 
It is the common ſaying of Divines, That words of knowledge of ſenſe 
in Scriptnre, imply aſſection and action, cogitation and practice, take in 
both the head and heart, include the whole Soul: by one word of know- 
ing, remembring, and the like, is included the compleat, entire motion of 
the whole Sou), the whole man towards God. Such is the combination 
and concatenation of all the Faculties of the Soul, as of Links ina Chain, 
that draw one and draw all, break one and break all; upon this account | 
any one act, or the act of any one ſingle Faculty, as knowing, remem- | 
briag, &c. is uſually in Scripture put for the compleat, entire motion of 
the whole Soul. The term of our remembring God, ſo of bis remembring | 
, is uſed ordinarily not ſtrictly, but in ſuch a latitude as ne have been 
ſpeaking, if you conſult Veh 4.14. g. 8.34. Lev.26.42. Luke 23.42. 
and a number of Texts more that might be named and recited (but | fear 
to be tedious) you will finde the ſenſe of the phraſe to run according to 
the breadth which we have been ſaying. In a word, we then remember 
God, not when we barely think of him, but when as ſuch we aſſectio- 
nately and practically acknowledge him, when we really own, and bear 
our ſelves toward him as our Creator; in ſum, when the whole entire 

motion of the whole Soul is Godwar d. 

Thus briefly and in general. But becauſe the burthen of the Duty of 
the Text hangs upon this word Remember, we fhall yet à little further 
unfold it, and ſhew yon yet ſomewhar more fully, diſtin&ly, and par ticu- 
larly, what the remembring Goa is implying and inferring, br ic fly, 

1. Remembring God, is implying and inferring converting, turning unte 
God, Plal.22.27, All the ends of the world ſhall remember and turn unto the 
Lord: All men naturally are forgetting God, and turning from him, and 
men then remember God, when they convert and turn unto him: men na- 
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turally too earneſtly rememb-r the Creature, and forget the Creator, go 
off from God, diſacknowledge, difown him, which is frequrnt!; caugd 
in Scrip:ure, A ſergitting Ca, Prat. 6. 12. e813. Per. 3.25 Feb. 
23. 35. So on the contrary, converting, turning unto God, ucknowy- 
leogirg, mwring of tin, is in Scripture ſenſe, a romembrino of him, as 
you miy ſee 6.9, 19, ard elſwhere. 

2. Renendring Cid. unplies and takes in our ſetti- 3 up God as God, 
our ching lim as God, our remembring God to be car Re, n th. 
hir'> God err Nedecmer, our rem mbring God to be, and taking and 
making bim, as he truly is, the object of our eſteem, love, detire, de- 
light, reſt, truſt, and dependance: As our converting and turning unto 
God, ſo our cleavir g to lum, ſtaying and abiding with him, upon theſe 
accounts highly eftec ming of him, delighting, reſting, truſting in him, 
Telying and depending upon Him, is our indeed remembring of him: we 
forget Goa, according to Scrip:ure-language, when we depart from him 
in theſe reſpects, God complains, Deut. 3 2.18. Of the Reck tet b:7.1 
"thee thou art unmind ſul, and hiſt forgotten God tht formed thee how Io? 
you may ſee before in gc. 15. But Peſurun wave fat and ch, &c. 
then he ferſoek Cod which made him, and lioktly eftcemen the Rock of H. 
"ſalvation ; they were gone off from God in love and eſteem. So alſo @ 

God is ſaid to be exporter, when we go off from him, as in love and 
eſteem, ſo in truſt and dependatice, 7/a.51.12,13. J. evin 1 amberhu 
comforteth you, who art thou that thou ſhoulirſt be afraid of a man that all 
die, and of the ſon of man that hill be made as graſs? and forgetteſt the 
Lord thy Maker, who hath ſtretched forth the htavens, and laid the founat- 
tien of the earth ? 
Z. Rewiembring Cod, includeth am actual, practical acknowledgement 
of him, in reſpect of ſervice and obedience to him, Dent. 8. 11. Beware 
that thou forgetteſt not the Lord thy God, in not kreping his commaniimenty, 
nd his judgements, and his ſtatutes, which I command thee this day: to 
forget God, is to diſobey God, or not to do the will of God: it is ſaid 
of, 1/7ael, Judg. 3.7. And the children of Iſrael did evil in the fight of the 
Terd, and firgat the Lord their Cod. So Per. 3. 21. They have perverted 
their way, aud have forgotten the Lord their God, Enek.22.12, In thee 
have they taken pifts to ſhed blood, thon kaft takgn n/ury and increaſe, and 
thou bift greedily gained of thy neighbour by extortion, and haſt forgation 
"we, ſaith the Lord Bod. So wicked men in general that diſobey l 
walk not according to his will, and rule, and command, are ſafto' 
get God, F/ g. 17. The wicked alt be turned into hell, and all U 
that forget God. Job 8.13. So are tbe paths of al that forget G and 
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the Dy porter Da feriÞh;'” To ee God then is to obey him e 
40 his will, - -God is Mid to fut a whierrbe doch not our wilt; arrends 
not our deſires, — prayers, 1(4.49. 142" Bit i — 'The L h 
forſaken we, and my Lord bath forgotten me y- ſd we do i . 5 God, | 
when we do not his will, anſwer not his and commands, And as 
God is ſaid to remember tu, ben ie doth according to what we be 
when he hearkens to us, Gow. 30.22: > And God remhembred Rachel, axe 
tearkiowed 1+ he, aud ape, er worth + So e eber God, ven we de 
Accor ding to what he would, when we bearken anto him. We then 1 
deed remember him, when we aQually: and. prattically assign 
in reſpect of ſervice and obedience. 
And laſtiy, (not to multiply particulars) the remembering 8.4 . 
ds & thankful acknowledgement of, and afcribimg to him. You 
May ſee what is ſpoken! as to the, Hier. 8. 10 and che following Virſes$ © 
When thow baſt vaten, and art full, then thou ſhalt bleſs the Lord thy G 
the good land Which be hath given thee, Beware that thou forget det the 
Lord thy Ged—leſt when thou beſt eaten, and art mar and bf built yy 
dy houſes, and dwelt therein , and when thy herds flocks multiply, wad 
% fluer aud thy gold u whltiplied, and all 1h2t — ale, thew 
thine heart be lifted, and thos forget the Lord thy God — and thi ſay' is 
thine heart, My power, and the _ of my hand bath gotten mt thus wealth : 
Bat then ſhalt remember the Lord thy G wi for u he thay, giveth thee power- . 
te er wealth, SO Deus. 6. 10, &c, God is in ike manner cautioning oft 
chem rana to re , and. to rake heed of felfraſctitgng'+ 8 
Fes. 34. (7.45. Rem 1. 21. ate ny ep 
Aaunte unto God, is to ſor get him, not to remember bm ' 
him, implics chan kfyl acknowledgement of, and aſcribing to him, T7 
Ramenber Gol, ivtherto comet und turn umohim, Know andown ähm. 
To ſer him uf, delighe veſt in, aud truſt and depend upon him, Fo a 
and obey bim, Thad kiubly to2cknowledge aud aſer ibo unto him 
and whatſoever elſe o knowledge, acknowledgement, —— 
lave,  defight, truſt; -dependance, (ervite, obetictce, rhankſulneſs, ang» 
aſeribing, is due from the Creaureto the Creator, is implied. and 
up in this, Remember thy Creator + We may fay ot this, a the 
RW. 18,9. He that hon avcther, hath 22 rhe Led for tb 
Al wot tommit Adultery, T how K 1 Kit, Thin h not Stead; To 
, falſe Witneſs, I bes Halt not C and if there 
S. it i briefly comprebended in this ſayino. namely, Thin 4% * 
% thy Nö th ft So, He that = mem bers God fulfils che! 
_ ban; dictungath dN of 2 Creature to his (tt f for this, _ 
t 
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in him, Thou ſhalc ſerve bim, Thou ſhalt aſcribe unto him: or if 
other C he elſe that is matter 
man to his Maker, i is briefly compt ehonded in this ſaying, 
Remember thy Creator, Now of the things which we have ſpo- 
i is the ſum ; That co remember God, is really, —— affe- 
| y, prectically to own and agnize Ged for God, and to honour 
, and glorife him as God, and this is to be indeed godly, to be really re- 
ligious, Religion rr but a Doctrine of remembring God. 
Bn in ning God. But ſo much what this Rewembring God is 

' importing, 


U. The ſecond thing to be ſpoken to is, the Reaſons and Grandi of 
our ſo doing, which the very term of Creator is implying. It is not un- 
a ſual in Scripture for men beſpeaking God in Prayer and Thankſgiving, 
do preſent God under ſuch ſutable Noti ns, ſuch Titles and Attributes 
28 may moſt fitly ſet him forth as che Author and Beſtower of the deſi: ed 
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. good, as yru may fee Ces. 43. 14. Per. 14.8. Tl. 28. 1. 0 
* £44.7,2. ſo God ſpeak ag to us, and requiring duty from us, is clothed 
- with Conkderations, preſented —— ſuch Notions and Titles as 
may carry wich them the ground and reaſon of, and motive to the duty 
v4lled for, atin 1. f. 13,14. Pr. 5. 22. andelſwbere. So here, there is 
Reaſon, Ground, Motive enot gh, in che Notion ar d Title of owr C res- 
1 tha God is fer forth by, to put us upon the duty required, the re- 
x of him: O come (lay chey, Pſal. 93 6.) let we worſhip and bow 
„ Ann, . avd hacel before the Lord er Maker, Aud this is their Motive, Pal. 
. t, 2, Makes jeytil noiſe unte the Lord, all ye lands : ſerve the Lord 
' with lade, and come before buy preſence with nging. Knew ye that the 
' Lwdbe uw Gd, it w be that hath made u, and not we ear ſelvis; we we 
fee. and the foeep.of bus peſtrre, At that dey (ſaich the. Prophet, 
Ia. 17.7 ) «man ſhall look to bo Maker, and bu eyes foalt bave «ur to 
the Holy Omeof Iſrael. To whom ſhould the Creature have a reſpe ct: ul 
| eye, whithe: ſhould he look, but to his Maker ? whom ſhould man re- 
., member, bat his Creator / But that we may more fully ſec this, we 
- muſt know, char the term of Creator her t uſed, ſets forth God as the- 
Aber e our Being out of nothing. ſo of all our Being and well bring. 
our bringi-g into Being, our continnance in Being, out preſer va. ion, 
our all the adminiſtrations of God about us as to this, are 
wrapped up in his being fer forth as our Creator , nor ontly ſo, bur con- 
fequently, dhe Right that he hath in us, che Regiment and Dominion: 
that he bach over us, and the Diſpoſure that he hack of us, are here in 
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eluded. Theſe things confidered, wiy we fbonld Remember. uwr Tr eater, 
is moſt evident, and the Reaſon rumneth very ſtrong. But to touch | 
ſome things. | 
l, — God being our Creator, the Author and Fountain of our 
Being, is the End of our Being: the firf Caſe mult needs be the /aff 
End, he that made all of himſelf, made all for himſelf, Prev. 164. The : 
Lord made af things for himſelf : Rom.11.36. For of bim, and threagh, + 
him, and to him are all things : Of whom, and through whom are all 
things, to him are all things; he that primarily made all things of him- 
ſelf, made all things ultimately for himſelf, ; = 
2. Becauſe is. not onely bringing us into, but continuing us in 
Being, preſerving, and adminiſtring to our well-being : we mult all of 
us beſpeak God in ?ob's language, Fob 10. 12. Thou baft granted me life * 
and favour, and thy viſitation hath preſerved m T i. e. Being and well- 
being, and continuation of both: He is fl , The preſerver of wen, 
Jab 7.20. He holdeth our ſoul in life, Pſal. 66.9. In bim we live, and move, 
and have our being, Acts 17.18. He maintaineth, and bloweth up the 
ſpar k of his own kindling ; He giveth to ws life, and breath, and all things, 
ver.25. of the ſame Chapter: It is from his careful Providence, that is 
continually exerciſed about us, that ſuch frail needy creatures are ſup- 
ported and ſupplied, having a ſubſiſtence, and a comfortable one. God 
is not like the Carpenter or Maſon, that buildeth the Houſe, and then 
leaveth it to it ſelf, or the care of others, but he keepeth up what he ſet- 
teth up: we ſhould quickly loſe all, and ſink into our nothing again, did 
not the ſame hand that brought us out of nothing, keep us where we 
are, And to whom then do we owe our ſervice? whoſe are we? whom 
ſhould we remember ? to whom ſhould we be, bat his, to him, from 
whom we have our maintenance and preſervation, who is not our dlaker 
onely, but our continual Upbolder, and moſt bountifal Benefacto: ? 
3. Becauſe God being our Creator, is our Proprietor, boſſeſſor, 
Owner, Lord, Governour, As the Lord builds the houſe, and keeperh 
it in repair, ſo he holdeth it himſelf, as he built it for himſelf, ſo he con- 
tinueth to be the Proprieter, Owner, Lord, Governour, Poſſeſſor of it; 
as he putteth not man out of his own hands in reſpect of preſer vation, | 
ſo neither in reſpect of poſſeſſion and dominion, - 7/a.43.1. Brut now thus 
| ſaith the Lord that created thee, O acob, and that formed thee, O Ha. 
| thou art wine, To whom God ſaich, I have created, I have formed thee, 
he ſaith alſo, T how ar: mine. It is moſt probable indeed that the prophet 
here ſpeaks rather of ſpiritual then natural for mation, of Gods making 
them in Grace then in Nature, but the reaſon holdeth the fame and alike 
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I ood imbagh Sodis ſad. co poſſuſs. ut upon a Creating acteunt. his - 
formbg igghraſed bis p fine u. Patt 39.4 3. 7 ben buſt poſſeſſed 
in reins, thou | 


haft covered me in my Mothers womb , ſo be N eth us 
upon u.Cremipn; account: at he poſſeſſeth us in making, ſo 


| poſſc ſſethi 
us having made us. Cod chen challengeth us, and layerh claim do us in« 
' the moſt Alſelate Right, for it is beyond us to imagine, nor indeed can 
e be 2 more ſull and ondeubted Right and Title, then Ci ention giverh; 
being our Creator then, is in the moſt unqueſtionable Right our poſ- 
for, bropristor, Lerd, Owner, Diſpoſer, and we are his poſſeſſion, 
for his uſe, at his diſpoſe, bound thereunto in the higheſt and melt un- 
; queſtionable Right More might be added, from the knowledge God 
ath of us, 45. beigg our Maker,” and intienaely acquaintedwith us; He 

hat made nau, hnoweth what ig in man; be that formed the brart ſounderhs 
Jobs 3.25. Fſal. 33. 5. HA. 1% AH, 15.18, Pſal. 139. f, and the 
ing Verſes : and ſt om the per that he hach ever us, being eaſily 
able to reach us, and puniſh us at plraſare, for all our for getfulneſs of 
lim, and neglects of duty towards hituſelf, the ſame hand that made can 
break us, he that built can eaſily pull us down, 2 — 5.7. 7.6 10.8, 


" P/aL104.29,3a bm I may not further amplifie cheſe things. Let what 
hath been ſ 4 effige, as to the Grounds and Kraſonr of the Duty, which 
* the erm of Creator is implying. 


l. The third and [aſt thing to be ſpoken to, for che clearing up of 

. thePotrine is, Wiz the youngeft way not put it off, but they are now to re- 

* er ili. Crtater, v in the dayes of thiir yourh., We ſhall fetch the. 

| 25 this alſo our of the Texc ic ſelf, and they are (but to name 

them as it were) N | 

- ,- &þ” Becqyſe, young men; now, in the dayes of theit youth, owe the is: 
Gere this preſent: dedt of t brance; this debt of duty ar d acknow- 


r 


duofrom d to bis Maker, asu arid: a5 ſoon as) years of 
6 bim e of it : This dehi goth hot dme to be due 
ub, pr. n old Age, but it groweth upon bs wich o, 
aur very Cradles, it is from firſt to laſt Gods due, and our 
our capabilicy, it is as well our duty that we reinem- 


e ; every man is deeply obliged (as you may ſte 
rom the ore — 

men will fd, if they examine them, that thoſe re. ſons lye as hard upon 
them as the gray-beaded; I God the God of tie pers only ? ſaich the Apo- 
"tle," ir þr mot. alſe of the Gentiles? Jes, of the Gentiler alſe, Is God the 


4 Creator, Peeſerver. Propriergy ;of the old. quan on 1s he not alſo or 


ſn ous. youth, 28 in our age, it is as well his due, that: we remem- 


to remember his Creator, and yon 
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| che young man 7 yes, of ther yqung man al Rery man is iadiſ- ) 
| penſibly, preſencly bound, it is the young Mans ve duty, it Gods 

now due. | » [v0 ow . way? i « — 
| 2. Becauſe as it is young mens now duty Gods now due, that they re- | 


member him, fo God cafleth for it vw, it ixGvds due from” young men 
that they remember him i the dart of weir youth, and God gives not- 1 
day for payment, he requireth it oue of hand of the” Yourgeit, Look 
through rhe Scriptures and you wilt finde (i may ndt Nay to inſtance: ici 
particular) all. the commands of God reſpectir g turning ſrom fin and 
vanity, and the neglect of him, and tur ning to, remembring, and acknow- 
ledgirg of him, to lye upon you in the preſent tenſe, as what is to be now, 
initantiy, preſently and withour delay attended. & * ++ + iert 
3. As it is young mens row 40, Gods nom due, that they rememb ee 
bim, and God now oilleth for his due; fo now it the fnteſt time of pay- 
ment, It is Gods now due, and God requireth it now, and ſuch may belt do 
ir, and diſcharge it , in the dayes of youth; there is no ſuch ſeafon 
as chis now, theſe dayes of youth are affording , this reaſon you have ex- 
preſſed in the text, and proſecuted inthe ſullowing vet ſes, Remember now 
thy Creator in the dayes of thy youth, while the vil dapes come nt, nor the — 
years draw nigh, when then hate ſay; I have no pleaſe in them, &c. 1} do | 
but meerly couch theſe things here, becauſe as time will g ve leave, we 
hull haye oecaſion to improve them further in the Apphica ion of. the 
Doctrine, which we now come to. And the Uſes We Mill make of it are 
onely theſe two; (t.) For Conxictiom land Ropruenſion. ..) For 
Exhortcation, | $8541. 5: RE. OT + 1%) Jin i 
Uſe l. is fa Conviltion and Nr of mens: forgetting” Gd. 
mens for getfulneſs of God, Is it e man) daty, every y many ay" G 
(as you have heard) now in the dayes of bus youth- tt remember by C reater ?” 
How is ic Cod is ſo forgotten as he is? Men forget him vv therm yourh,,> 
and remember him not in their Age; of young and ad it may be com 
plained as of //razl, Hoſ. 8. 14. Iran hath forgotten Munter. The. 
charge, Zxb. 23. 35. Te 5 forgotten , and vaſt nt lebind ty 
back, may be ſadly applied re perſons of every eſtate and condition. 
God for the moſt part is ſo gotten, he is thrown by in the world, by ail: 
forts and ran of mei; the Haxicics of the world ti ke up the mies 
| of the younger fort, andthe Cares of ir drink up the ſprits of the elder, ' 
| Whes foal we be merry? (ay young men; and bow ſhall we he rich? ſay 
old men: but none. ſaich, here ws God my Maler? as it is complained, . 
Jeb 30.10. H men may but have their proſi s, and the'r Pleaſores, are 
the world go well with them, God. may go where he will, for asy big 
YO | B 3 - that 
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| chat they regard him, Whoſo looks upon the preſent Generation amonght 

| our ſelves, -and here, and there, and — and ſees how little 

g God is minded by men that are well and warm in the world, will finde | 

| reaſon to revive that old complaint, Hoſ.13.6. According to their pa- | 
fture, ſo were they filled; th were filled, and tbeir heart Was exalted : 

therefore bave they forgatten we, In Sickneſs perhaps, at the gates of 

| Death, under ſome fore AﬀiRion, ic may be ſaid of them, as of thoſe 

| Pjal.y8.34,35. When he ſlew them, ther they fon bt bim, and they returned 

| and enquired early after Cod: and they remens 5 that God ras their Reck, 

| and the bigh God their Redeemer. But take men in their ruff and jollity, 

| and pride, and plenty, and ſelf-ſufficiency, and moſt true is that of the 

N Pſalmiſt, Pſal.10 4. The wicked throwgh the pride of big countenance will 

| asc K after Cod; God is not in all bis thoughts. A day of Sickneſs, of 

| 


diſtreſs, of want, maybriog them to ſome remembrance of God; but | 

let them ſhake off their fears and ſorrows, recover their health, r epoſſeſs 

a full eſtate, and how ſoon are they in their tune, Per. 2.3 1. Me are lords, | 

we will come no more wnto thee? O ſad world | O ſad world | how do men 
| 
0 


| having the wor ld, live without God in the world ? live on Earth, as if 

there were n Godin Heaven, either in regard of any need they have 

of him, or duty that they owe him. O-how much is God forgotten in 

the world !- how little is he remembred amongſt men! and that man | 
ſhould not remember, but for get his Maker, what ſtrange impiery, what | 
provoking ſin:is it! One would think that whatſoever men forget, or | 

were unmindful abatt, it ſhould be rather of any thing, rather of every 
thing, then his Creator, the God that made him, the God that is (as you 
have heard) the Author and End of his Being, that is his Upholder, Pre- 
ſerver, and gracious viſitant every moment; that is his Proprietor, 
Owner, Poſſeſſor, Lord, Governour, that challenge:h him in the moſt 
dfoluce and yoqueſtionable Right; that is throughly acquainted with 

him, and as throughly able to reach and puniſh him for all bis neglects 

of duty cowards himfelf: yet alas, what doth many a man leſs remem- 

ber, more forget then his Maker ? At that day (ſaith the Prophet in the 

place before: mentioned, 7/a.17,7 ) Hall a man look: to his Maker, and his 

the ſhall baut reſpict to the holy One of Jſrael : but at this day the contra- 

ry in ſad experiet ce is to be ſeen, and ſaid of moſt men, They look nor: A 

to their Maker, and their eyes have no reſpect to the holy One of //-ae/. 

Oh how little God-ward, their Maker-ward, do moſt men look ? how 

little reſpect have they for bim? they bave enough, and more then e- 

nough for the Creature, but they have little or none for the Creator. 

Alls, how do men gad up and down the world, ſetting their eyes ab 
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things that ave wot, ſcrabling here as if the duff of the earth Would not ſuf- 
fpce for every man 4 handfmil, but thought-leſs of God, and forgetting 
their reſting-place? Oh! to look with an awakened — rg upon 
rational Creatures, men of Gods own making, and made for, and made 
able and meet for this end and purpoſe, to remember, know, acknow- 
ledge, own him their Creator, and then conſider how little they do it, 
bow mindleſs, regardleſs, forgetful of God they are, How aſtoniſhing is 
ic, and yet alas how common! O it is a ſtrange ſinful doleful world, 
wherein it is ſo rare to finde a man ſeriouſly mindful of his Maker : Alas 
Sirs, men mindleſs ot God, are mindleſs too what it is to be mindleſs of 
him; but to an enl:ghrened, to an awakened minde, what doth a ſinful, 
thought leſs, God (o/ getting world like, but # meer Bedlam —— 

But in the ſurt her proſceucing, and more diſtinct handling of this Uſe, 
we ſhall attend theſe two things: (1.) We ſhall ſhew you har 1hiz = 
ir: (2) Whata ſin it it. Weſhall heſt ſhew'you what this ſis u, ſet- 
ting it betore you 1. th Evidence of it, that the guilty may know they are 
guilty. And then nextly we ſhall ſet it before you in the Aggravations of 
it, that the known guil:y may know how guilty they are. 

I. Our firſt work then is, to ſet before you this ſin in the Evidence of 
it, to ſhew you what this fin it, thereby — to convince men 
of it (what, hou- fear ful a fin it is for man to forget his Miker, for the 
creature not to remember his Creator, we have next to ſhew you) The 
preſent enquiry is, Whether you are not gmilty ? Whether you are mt of 
the number of thoſe that ſo do? And here for a more full difgovery, and 
the bringing home the guiltineſs of God-forgetting finners to them» 
\ Ives, wich greater Evidence and more full Conv:Qtior, We will ſuy fome- 
thing (1.) As to the Matter of it: (z.) As to the Manner of it : and 
in both endeavour to make it undeniably apparent to the guilty, that they 
forget God. : 

Fir ſtii As to the Matter of it, Fergetfulveſs of God is threefold : 

1. 4 forgerting that there is a Cod, not that the be ing of God is who 
raſed out of the mindes of men, and utterly loſt as to any rememb ance 
of Him, but a mindleſneſs, thouphtleſneſs of bim, as we are ſaid to for- 
get that which we do not think of, that which we do not minde, and. they 
may well be faid to forget God chat minde hin rot, that think not 
of him, that are not frequ-n:ly think.ng of, 1rd rale g he Beg of a 
God to themſelves : and how minvao: ev tee he io ti us forget · ig 
God, of whom ic may be ſaid as of the wicked, Pſ/,10.4. Cod i wit is 
all bis thoughts, There is here ard there * Alt Atheiſt in the world, that 
denies the Being of a God, but there arc cvo many that do not deny, yet 

or get 
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8 15 Ar Founz man Let acy, 
f Werne there is a God, chat think 4 gbcly am ſeldomely vf him. 
Hh. mens aundes are ſttangers to the ſet ious choughts, to the reall and 
| z2whened appt᷑ehenſions that there is a Cod. And to think of God, of 
| : the Being ot a God lightly, ſeldomely, now and then by the , is to 
forget him. O Sits, do you not deſperately forget your Creator ? may 

you pot be called and conſtrued (and that · truly) Forgetters of God, 
When che reality, the indeedneſs, awtulceſs of bis Being, is tbe lealt thing 

ght of ot minded? when the Creature (wallows all, the Creator 
bach not one tlought of a hundc ed. a thouſand it may be. 
„A, | Fly etting Who, and What manner of God he is, As they may 
truly be ſaid co for get God, that remember not that God is, ſo they that 
temember not, that for gt who and what manner of God he is, this (45 
ee called ang;accounted a forgettiz7 Cod, as you may ſee 
'F. 
f 


44.30 21, 22 Verſes compared ; Thie . things haſt thos done, and I krpt 
tnce; thou t boug hieſt that I zwas altogether ſuch a one as thy ſelf : but J 
Will reproꝝ the, and ſet ther in ur der before thine cyet. Now conſider this 
Je chat ſo et Cod. And ho thus forgetful of God are men, they think 
but Nightly, but too ſeldomely, that there is 2 God, but they are much 
more phoughckſs, who, and what manner, of, God he is; men much for- 
et that God is, but much more who and what God he is. The Being of 
God as ſlightly· paſſeth the mindes of molt men, as his Name doth l 
thejr mouthes ; but to the ſeriqus thoughts, the indeed remembrance of \ 
h. Nl ochar managt of pne he is, they are altogether ſtrangers; the 
1 hes „the hearg-aff. ting remembrance of his Greatneſs, 
N y, Holineſs, Goodneſs, Mercy, Lovirg kindneſs , of his 
myipreſence,- Ontniſcience, Omniporency, Juſtice, Dread:ulneſs, is not 
with men. The Nodon of a God, That there i aGod, may paſs mens 
thoyg ity fo;ue.ies, but O it is a God of Clouts, in.compariſon of 
Wh, God is, thet poſſeſſeth che mindes of the moſt men. Conſider now 
theng doll thoꝝ nq; thus for get Cod d ſome {light thoughts that rherg is 
75 t m iy be, ſometimes come Acroſꝭ thee, but the ſerious thoughts 
who and what be iS, gl e great and dreadful God, and thy Maker, do not, 
poll: (s 3nd abide wich cher, and wilt thou call. this to Remember God ? cis. 
o fo! 900 , chqu dat not ire nemher, tau for gette ii. him, nay thou; 
4 geitgh Nm white chou emembereſt him, no cemenubying him us be, 
is, And who and what manner of God be is, ia thy, remembring, of, | 
lun. 5 F « 


3. &# forgetting u bat God requires, our awty lum ards him, and the due 


* 


arknwicagenun which we owe him, Man then tar gets h:s God, when he 


doch not t member to diſcharge tie duty of a creature to his Cteator, 
| when 
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when he doth not convert, turn to, ſ.t up, plorifie and acknowleꝰ ge, love. 
fear, ſerve, obey, truſt in, depend upon, and aſcribe unto his Oed, the 
ne glect of any ot this, or ovght elſe {not to int1't upon particulars) that 
is matter of duty from man to bis Maker (-H which the remem brine God 
iinplies, as we have before told you in the Explica ton of the Oct tie) 
id o lor get hm. Everyimpeni:ent uncunvei ted ſinner, Lat is no. truly 
and unteiꝑnedſy tur ning unto God, is forgectip of him. Every hypo- 
critical Profeſſor, that hath à farm, goals, bit acnins the power ot it, 
that faith, Lord, Lord, but doth rot own the Lord tor Gd, nor ſet him « 
up -$ God, delighting, reiling in him, relying, dep: nding upon him, is 
an ge tig of him, Every urpod!y liver, that cries it may be with /a. 
My God, I know thee, but caſteth eff the thing th u 10:4, that proteſſeth 
to own God, but ſhaketh «ff the yoke of eb Cience, gives him not that 
P actical acknowledgement of ſer vice and ſub;: ction, is forgetting of 
im, Every unthankful wrerch, that is rot acknowledging and aſcribing | 
unto God as his great Benef.Ror, but (while his ips (it may be) com- 
plement God in his fer mal prayers with a Lord I thank, ther) Sacrifices ro 
ku ner, ard ſaith in his heart, Afy power, and the might of my band hath 
gotten me this trealth, is forgecung of him. To corc ude, eve y one 
that is nor ownirg God as God, the Lord for God, his Maker for his 
1 . Cod, and Lord, and Gover nour, not proſeſſ diy onely, but reilly, affe- | 
ct. onately, preRically ſo acknowledging of him, is forgeitiag of him. ; 
And now Sir s. I b:ſeech you to lock into your own hearts and lives, is 
this to forget God ? do not you forget him? Be me: deceived, God u nat | 
worked; there are tco many ſuch as the Prophet ſpe-ks of, er. 12. 2. | 
0 T how tar in their mouthes, ana far from their re:nt: O there are ma- | 
ny thac have God in their mou hes, that are caſtirg the remembrarce of . 
him out of their hearts and lives, as undoub eC!y all do, who know God, | 
But glerifie him not as God, as veri'y all do that bonowr God V\ ith their lip, ; 
but ſet up, eticem, ſet by, and ſerve rhe creature more then the Creator, 48 ; 
certeinly all do, who with Hr mo»thes h mr ch (ove, and yet ind ecd | 
| 
| 


* 
1 1 a4 


are lovers of pliaſmres more thin luer of Gol, av wiithe ut all contract» 
tion a'l ſuch do, as profeſr ro know God, but in , e him, bring 
abom'inable, diſob-aient, and to twery de work rep-eb t:, rely, if all 
muſt go for fergerrers of God, (as undoub edlyaltnu , ther prote ſſion 
to the contrary notwichſtandinp) that forget wha: Coder q ures, that 
pr ct cally diſacknowledge and diſown him, the number of thoſe that 
remember bi will be found very (mill, Men much forge” that ther e is a 
God, are litile ip ſeriouy thinking, and re. | izing his B ing to the m- 
ſel ves; men More for get who an? what manner of God he is, are leſ in 

n drinking 
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king in, digeſting, and applying to cther-ſc:v-s the conſideration of it, 

{ thr mindes are not poſſcſſed, ſeized, ſeaſoned with ir, bu: men moſt 

forget what God requires, are lea!t of all in che real pr. ctical remem- 

970 of him, as is lamen ably evident in the lives of men: and if the | 
CA 


ſtand thus, O conſider every 0: e, Art thou one of that ſmall num- 
(a ſmall number they are) that do indeed remember God ? is thine 
Oe of thoſe few Names, or arc thou not adding one 14d cat eleſs ſinner 
more, to the mult rude of thoſe that forget hum — But 

Secondly, 4. to rhe manner of it: there is alſo a threefold forgetting, 
or not rememb 1g G. d. 8 

1. A forgitulneſs ariſing from the wrakneſt of our Natural abilities, 
(not as natur al mee ly, bu «as enteebl d by the corruption of Nature 
which is in all) when though we are careful, yet we cannot remember 
God, ſuch a torgettulneſs there is even in the beſt «f Gods own, ſuch 
83 moſt remember tim. they do not think of him, acknowledge him, 
glorifie, ſerve, obey, aſcribe unto him, as they ſhould and as they would, 
it is of we, it is aft! g. it is what they bear as their burthen, that 
no more ſcriouſly remember that God is, hat manner of God he 


is, cloſe ſutabſe acknowledg: ments that they owe bim, that they no 
more remember to know him, no more remember to love him, no 
more remember to detire him, no more remember to delit ht in him, to | 


depend upon, to live to, to walk wich him; that God is no more in all 
_ their thoughts, no more alwaves before their eyes, no more in their af- 
fee no more actually, practically remembred by them in the whole 

frame of their converſations, in the whole courſe of their lives: they 
can truly ſay, 7 he ſpirit willing, but the ſteſ u weak ,, that ro will 
| 2 thong h bow to perform tien finde vot; they would, they are care- 
Hull, cake pains, ſtrive, labour, pray, but alas they cannot remember him 
2 they would. This, thoug ic be ſuch a forgetting God as we have cauſe 
| 2 under, and ſay of it as the Pſalmiſt, Thu i nn infirmity , yet 
ſech though they forget God more then they would. more then they 
ulld, yer rs remember him; and are ſaid upon the account of g 2 
cious iccepta ion of hat they do and deſire to do, to remember bim. But 
there are two other ſorts of forgetting God, which who ſo do, may be 


truly and with a witneſs faid to for get him: and they are (1.) A carrleſs 1 
* 1 Sh of God, (2.) A careful, a findicd and rffited forgefulneſs 
. God. 


* 1, # eartheſs forgrifulwrſr of Gets when men are careleſs, take no 
dieed to remember tym, bot Hg. yr Nqgktly paſs over the ru if C 


©" / a5 # AKT not to be nunded, and alas, how common is this? how ma- 
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ny are there that cannot here waſh their hands, but have a Conſcidgce ] * 
wit hin telliug them, that it is not of weakneſs becauſe they canhorFre- 
member God no more, but of wi carele/n:ſs that they take no heq to 
remember, that they do ſo much forget him. O is not this the tr ue but 
| ſad caſe of many of you, that you can bring forth and bend your abili- 
ties upon other accounts, you can take pains to minde the Creature, the 
Worid, your bulineſs, your occaſions, your pleaſures, your vanities, b 
the remembring God eaſily ſlips from you as a fl ghted thing; men have 
memory tor any thing, every trifle and gewgaw can be thought upon, 
but God is 8 from mens meer ſlightneſs and mindleſneſs ot re- 
membring him. May not Ged beſpeak many of you (of che younger 
ſort more eſpecially) as he doth his people, Per. 2 32. Cas 4 maid forfte 
her ornaments, or # bride her attire ? yet my people have forgotten me daes 
Withont number, Can a maid forget her ornaments, or à bride ber attire? 
no, ſhe will not eaſily forget # = 4 yet my people have forgotten me dae 
without number: q. d. A maid will much more ſet by her rich Apparel, 
then my people do my me; or, I am not ſo much to them as fine clothes, 
or their vanity, their bravery, their ornaments, their attire, theſe are 
things * upon, theſe ſtick in their mindes, they want no memory 


for theſe, they think and think of theſe, bur I am lightly and long for- 
| gotten, O Sirs, is not this true of ſome of you? let Conſcience ſpeak, 
your own hearts be judg# between you and the Searcher of hearts,wtherher 


a faſhionable Suit, a gay Coat hath not been more to you th God ? 
whether you have not more given your mindes, devoted your ſelvesrtor 
your Toyes and Trinkets, and unneceſſary Curioſities, then your Maker 
Muſt not many a Young man, many a Maid in this Aſſembiy lay if they 
will ſpeak truth, I neu gave my minde ſo to think of God, or have | 
ever been ſo thoughtful about remembring my Creator, as about my naw. * 
Clothes, my Hoods and Scarfs, and ſuperfluous Bravery ; theſe I have *« 
been giving my minde to, but I have. been meerly careleſs, and taken no 
heed to remember that God that made me i and. ſure ſuch may be ſaitto 
forget God, who prefer every vanity in their hearts and choughts before 
him, who minde not to be mindful of him, who have mindes for other 
things, but nene for God, the remembring him is meerly ſlighced, let 
paſs, ler (lip, as a matter of no moment, ot no worth, weight or con- 
cer nment. 25 | | = 
2. There is as a careleſs, ſo carefull, « fudicd and affefied for- - 
neſs of God, which you would do well to ak — dat alſo _ -/ 
y of: you take not pains, do not give your mindes ta remember 
0d, nay, do nos you rake ſome Pines, give your mindes to Forged , 
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spyou not been ſhifting « ff; and out of minde the thoughts of God, 
the is, what manner of God he is, what he requires, the duty that is 
@ 22d chat acknowledgement that belongs to him from you, when God 
in · M dinances hath been coming in upon your Spirits, minding you of 
Hal: It, and your duty to him; or when in ſolemn and awakerirg Pro- 
erces, he hath been drawing near you wich the remembrance of his 
ing your M:k-r, the God in whoſe hands your breath is, and whoſeare 
if your wayes, ind whom you ought to glorifie, have you not been as 
it were ſaying to him, Depart from ns, we deſire not the remtmbrance of thee, 
nor of our duty towards thee, In a word, as it is ſaid of thoſe, Rom. 1. 
28. that thy did net like to retain God in their knowledge, may it not be ſaid 
of you, You do not lik: to remember God, to retaine the remembrance 
of him. It is ſaid of the wicked, Pal. 10 4. God is not in al his thenghts , 
or as your margent bath it, A# his thoughts are there is no God (i.e, 
#3 ſome carry the ſence of i-) ke puts God out of his thoughts all he may, 
he doth not like to retaine God in his thoughts, in his remembrance; Arc 
thou ſuch a one that doſt not like to retain God in thy knowledge, the 
remembrance of him that he is,. who and what manner of one he is, 
wat he requires, thy duty towards him, but art ſuppreſſing and ſhifting 
off ſuch unwelcome thoughts ? take it home to thee, thou art not only a 
careleſs, but a wilſal, careſa forgetter of Cod. It is a very lamentable 
thing to ſee men take no thought to remember God, but ſlightly paſs it 
over as a thing not to be minded; but, O how unexpreſſibly dreadfull is 
not only the careleſs, but the careful, ſtudied, affected forgetfulne(s of God, 
when men not careleſly onely, but carefully caſt off the remembrance of 
their Maker, But of chis we have next to ſpeak —— Having thus ſer 
before you this fin in the E videnct of it, what this fin is, that the guilty 
may know they are guilty, I proceed; 
2. To ſet it before you in che Aggravations of it, What a fin it ts, that 
the known guilty may know how guilty they are, Certainly forgetfulneſs of 
z howſoever it may ſeem no great matter, and the commonneſs of 
it may cauſe men to be the leſs aſſected with it, hath more init then ſlight 
inconſiderate ſpirits are aware of. There is a ſtrange kinde of proneneſs 
in men to imagine, if they are not given over to àn exceſs of riot; if 
they are not · ꝑiven up to theſe and choſe fins, which the world calls ca- 
dalom, that their eſtates are good, or at leaſt tolerable, though they 
never — themſelves to remember God their Creator, but for- 
get practically, diown d. diſacknowledge him all their dayes. Thou 
art pleaſing and flattering thy ſelf, it may be, I am not as many other 
men, I live in no groſs fin; I am ns er, For nicator, Doane 


ug 


: 


UN 


a 


10 the Riſing Generation. . ir 


Thief, unjuſt dealer, & c. Alas man, is it a light thing, muſt it now go 
for no groſs ſin for the creature to forget his Creator, for man M diſ- 
own, diſackuowledge his Maker? doſt thou indeed tl ink this is nogreat 
matter ? and that ſeeir g thou art no Adulterer, Drurkard, &. no groſs 
ſinner (as thou art pleaſed to call ir) God may eaſily overlook and put ic 
up that thou art forgetting, lighting, diſacknowledging, diſowning him 
all along, Bethink thy ſelf, man, is it indeed nothing or next to nothing, a 
ſmall matter with thee, to love and ſerve the creature more then 
Creator, to remember too much every vanity, and forget the God this 
made thee ? O that men were ſenſible, that they did but know how dread- 
ful and provoking a thing this is, and of how dangerous conſequerce 
unto themſelves! Weſhall ſay ſomething (though we muſt be brief in 
either) both of the greatneſs, and of the danger of it. Af 
Firit, The greatneſs of the fin of forgetting God, may appear : * 
1, From the deep obligation that lyer upon you to remember him as he Pale 
your Creator, Look back upon what hath been ſaid before, and conſjler © 
what obligation Gods being your Maker layes upon you to remen 
him; you are wholly God's in all that you are and have from firſt to lift; 
you are, and have nothing, but what you are and have from him andſor 
him. To forget, diſacknowledge him therefore (being every way as 
deeply bound as is poſſible or imaginable) muſt needs be a great wicked-"*? 
neſs, a tranſcendent eil. O Sirs, do but ſeriouſly conſider how much * 
you are indebted unto God for all things, and all along from your firſt 
Being untill this now, and ſure it will appear a ſtrange, horrible, unrea- 
ſonable, unthankful, vile, inexcuſable thing. to forget and diſacknowledge 
hm. O think, I beſeech you, how can ic but be a ſin of the firſf Manis * 
tude to for get, diſown God, who hath not onely done ſo much upon a + 
Creation account, but is doing fo much every day upon a Providential 
account, to make himſelf remembred by you? ſure there can be no room 
to think it a light thing to forget and diſacknowledge God, while bis daily, 
hourly viſitations, and gracious remembrances of you, have any reom . ' 
in your thoughts: What, forget him that viſits gow every morning, wad 
minder you every moment ! We have the Pſalmiſt in a rap:ure of holy a 
miration, Pſal.8.4. What is men, that thes art mindful of him? or the 
{on of man, that thos vi teſt him ? That God ſhould be mindful of man. 
ſo remember, viſit him, what a vonder is it That man ſhould be mind- -\ 
lefs of God, for get, diſown him, what a wonder isit ? Thar God ſhould 
be thoughtful of and about us, is a wonder of —_— condeſcention « 
that we ſhould be thoughtleſs and unmiridful of God, is a wonder of un- 
reaſonable and unthenkiulncſs, for the friend to forget bis friend, any *v 
420 | C434... | ogy” ©. 
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. ndigent creature his molt liberal BenefaRor, for the Childe to for- 
bes d diſacknowledge his Father that begat him, the Mother that 

rought him forth, the Parents that nouriſhed and brought him up, is 

nothing to this, for the creature to torget his Maker. The bodies that 
you bear about you, all your bones, all the mercies you receive, all the 
creatures you enjoy and behold, are your daily remembrancers of God, 
O that you would think your hives are filled up with mercies, you are 
laden with benefits, and there is not one bleſſing which any of you 
bur it hath from God this written upon it, Xemember me, When 
God puts Bread into thy hands, he ſaith, Here, cat and remember me; 
when he fills thy Cup, be bids, Remember me , when he puts Cloches 
upon thy back, he ſaich, Remember me: God gives thee all, and he gives 
thee all co lead thee to himſelf, the remembrance and acknowledgement 

of himſelf, And, O man, is it nothing for all this to for get and diſown 
od, to whom thou art ſo obliged and indebted ? That God that hath as 
it were ſtudied ſo many wayes to faſten himſelf in thy remembrance, 
canſt thou make à light matter of it, or how canſt thou look upon it 
| wiſe then an intolerable inexcuſable evil, to (in againſt ſuch merci- 
D ulciplied, and obliged remembrances of him? How canſt thou but 
a How hb, 1 do thu great wickedneſs, and fin againſt God? O how 
F-.yrile chou ever be able ta hold up thy head, that God that thus deeply 
.and dearly deſerved to be remembred by thee, all queſtion thee for 
thy forgerſulnels of him? wilt thou then be able thinkeſt thou, to make 
1 matter of it as thou now doſt, when he himſelf ſhall reaſon out 
the caſe, with thee, when be ſhall ſay, Did I indeed make and maintain 
. thee ? AI luuſe, and lodge, and feed, and clothe, and deliver thee ? did 1 
* pift thee every morning, and takg care of thee every moment, and all to for 
get me? Sinner, God-forgetting ſinner, can thy beart endure, or can 
iq hands be ftr ong in the day that God ſhall thus deal with thee * Now 
cunß der this ye that forget God, leſt be tear you in pieces, and there be none 
ds Aver. 


— 
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I muſt but name things) This forget ing God muſt needs be 


and too evidently holding forth much contempt, « low and light 
eftcem of, him. That which a man eſteems he keeps in memory, he trea- 
ures it up there, .is mindful, thoughtful of and about ic : remembrance 
| fs together, as yop may ſce in that of the Pſalmiſt, P/al. 1 371 
3.6. It Tine thee, £ lem, let my right band forget her cunning ; 
- 3f 1 de not #equcmber, thee, li my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth 1 
-- why, wheoraapas this ? you ey ſec in the next words, F I prefer: net 


why, whe 


1 4 . : 4 1 ** 


Iii, nor a liuleproveking, having in it, carrying wich it, ar- 
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Feruſalem above my chief joy. But to farget argues a light eſteem, Fer. 
3014 Alt thy lovers b. ve forg-tten thee, they ſce thee nt: 9. d. Time 
was they duted upon h e, but now they Cat e not tur thee, they come not 
ar thee; a mans mirutulneis of ary perſon or thing, thuughctulneſs 
| about it, ar guss it ta b of ſ. me e ccuunt with him; bur when nan for- 
| gets a thing, eſp:cial.y when he c.rel. flv, purpoſely, wiltully forgery it, 
it evidently ſhews chu he fl g'.cs and contemnsic ; To forg:t God then is 
highly to co tema bim, name ly co deſpiſe him; and io it 4 light thi 
to let light by God ? 1s ic a (o mpiible matter, to con em im? C 
man, who is God thy Maker, thy Creator, that he ſhuuld be thus ſl ght- 
ed and con: emucd by clice, as if he were not to be regarded, not wort th 
| the minding ? and who arc thou, tis own Creature, made by him, and 
made to g 0 the hum, that thou ſhouldeſt thus contemn him? O that 
thou wor ldeſt but chink what it is for a little piece of breathing creeping ' 
Clay, for med 4: d moulded, and animated and quickned, and kept alive 
by God tumleif, to do him ſuch indignity, and calt ſuch contempt upon 
him as to forget hi Buc 
3. Cons der, this cannot but be a great and provoking ſin, not onely 
from the contempt it calls upon God, but alſo from the extreme unreaſu- 
able wrong and injury that us theriby dine unto him. God —_ chings 
for himſcl:, is the Owner, Proprietor of them, and in the higheſt and 
molt unqueitionable R ght is challenging them for himſelf, his own glo- 
ry, a1 d what more «wreaſon.cbl: then to deny it him? what more inju- 
rio then to fruſti ate his end as much as lyes in you? The whole Crea- 
tion, all he t eit of the inferiour Creatures, have a mediate reference 
unto the glory of God by and through man, man by forgetting God 
breaks the lit link of the Chain, and unlooſens the whole frame. It is 
= Sirs, you that forget and diſicknowledge God, that ſtand between 
im and his glory and ſervice which he ſhould have, as from your (: lves, * 
ſo from all the reit of the works of his hands; when the motion of the 
tature Gad. worde, Gods glory- ward, comes ta you, you ſtep : 
divert it, give check to it. I beſeech you Sies ſeriouſly think, what 
that man do, and what doth that man deſ-rve, that doth what in 
lyes to deitr oy and undo all that God hath dor e, to render the WôtfH. 
uſcleſs, and ie gl-»rious Frame of Beings good for jult nothirg,” Art 27 
thou « forgetre- of G, A tho att the man that art doing what in thee” 
＋ a tir uli atiug God of his end, and beidging lum ot his glory 
in Ali. „ - wo 
4 he preatneſe of this fin further appears, in tharit is nar Gneis ; 
\ Contemmng,” v.liſ ping, enjuring, rel ling God, but it ivy Aude of Ws 
2 SRI 4 
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and an Coding of bim, a mak rg him no God, ſo far forth as any forget 
and crown God, fo lar torth they un Be, nuvi, un-God him to 
ther ſ-Ives, uh. ch is as far as they cen go io un Be, ty u God tum in 
himſeh, from whom, in whom all ve, and move, ond , ve their Hine, 
is a high imp flibiicy, infinitely beyond all c eated power which he hin- 
ſelf hat made: it is not the F >vls ſaying in his heart, There u God, 


and in h's life, There ſhall be none, will make none; the Arhei't cannot 


chick im out of Be:ng, but men goas far as tlicy can tlis way, while 
ey torget and diſacknowledge him, making him no God u to them- 
elves : you cannot dethrone bim from his g:ory, or diſp Ml (> tim f 
his Erernal Power and Godhead, but you may, yra ſuch as forget and diſ- 
acknowl-dge God, do nullifie and un: God him to themſelves, ſay he ſhall 
be no God to them, which is as much as they can do, men can bid no 
higher, reach no turcher, then by forgetting him to ſay, 7 here u 16 
God, and by Ciſacknowledging bim to ſay, He halt be no God to ws. Thou 
that forgerteſt God, think of this, the heart of God thou canſt not 
reach, thy arm is too ſhort to take his Crown from his Head, but, O 
Traytor, Rebel, unthankful wreich as thou arr, thou art doing what 
thou canſt do un- God God, un- Be thy Maker, to nullifie him who hath 
frened thee life and ſavour, ani whoſe viſitations (uſt ain thy ſpirit. ' Thus 
doſt chowrequice the Lord who is thy Facher, (chy Creacor) who hath 
made thee and eſtabliſhed thee. But 
FJ. The greatneſs of thu fin is yet more evident, in that it is 2 Mother- fu, 
the Root and Canle, en Fountain and Original of all eher fins, Invis 
all fins are virtually, eminently, radically contained, the forge:timy God 
(as we have before d: ſcribed it, ſorgerring that there wa God, nh) and 
What manner of God be u, What be r:quires, the duty and aA agen 
that we owe him) is product ve of any, of ou ſin, From berce are 
thoſe multiphed wic kedneſſs and enormitics that che lives of men are 
fall of. See what is ſaid, Pſal.50 18,19,20. when thou ſawrſt 4 Thief, 
then thox conſentedff to him, and haſt been partakers rich the A iwlt vers : len 
gavels thy month to evil, and thy tongue framerh deen then fitteſt and 
eaten thy brother, and ſt ndereft thine own Mothers ſon What 18 
the reaſon of this? why, as it tollows in the next words, Te things 
haſt thow done and I kept ſilence, thou thong hteſt that I v as altogitber ſuch 
4 044 hy fl O did not men forget that God 16, a8 to any ſei iuus 
thoughts of his Being; ſo, who and what God is, and what duty and 
acknowled they owe him, men would not, durſt no Whore, and 
Sgenl, and Slander, and Lie, “r. We have (not to ſtand upon it) the 


$cripture frequently g:ving in this ag the te. ſon of the viſeneſo, un- 
reaſon. bleneſs 
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reaſonableſs of men, their torgeting, their not remembring God, Plal. 14 
1. Ezek. 22, 12, Hoſ. 8. 14. Pſal, 54. 31, XC. The feare of the Lora 
(as the Wiſe-man ſpeaks, Prov.6.10.) is the leginnirg of wiſciome, the 
knowledge, fear, the remembrance and acknowledgement of God, is 
the fountain and well-head of Piety and Religion, the beginning and main- 
tainer of all holineſs and honeſty of heart and life, and it is for getſulneſs 
of God that is the root of all prophaneſs, diſhoneity, wickednels. Men 
are prone to flatter themſclyes (as was betore in imated) that they are not 
groſs ſinners, and men are apt to promiſe themſelves that they will not be 
ſuch, though they do not apply themſelves to the indeed remembring God, 
but believe it, Sirs, that man doth not know whither he ſhall be left, oy 
what wickedneſs he ſhall be given up to, (whatſoever he may hope, or 
think, or perſwade himſelf) that ſets not himſelfe to the indeed remem- 
bring and acknowledging God, alas, how many ſuch have been ſadly lefr, 
that as little thought it by themſelves as any of you can do, who liad they 
been foretold what they ſhovid be and do, would have anſwered with 
Hazail, Am | adg. that I frould do ſuch great things ? flatter not thy 
ſelf man, If thou wilt not remember God indeed, be throughly godly. 
be Fo in good earneſt, thou canſt not tell how bad, how vile and 
wicked thou ſhalt be. 

6. And laſtly, there is yet this more, manifeſting the exceeding greatneſi 
of this (in, that it is Agiuſt the lig ht and law of nature it ſelf, Such as ſor- 
get and diſacknowledge God lin ag unſt their very Reaſon it ſeli, apainſt 
their certain knowledge, againſt the clearelt light, and ſtrongeſt conviRion 
of a naturall Coanſcierce. I hat there is a God that made us, and we ough: 
to remember him, that there is of duty and acknowledgement due to him, 
is atrut h generally, deeply, and indelibly engrav en upon the hearts of all: 
whoſoever he be therefore, whoſoete- thou art that for getteſt and 
diſacknowledgeſt God, thou art convicted by thy own Cor ſcience, 
thou art condemned by thine own heart, thou art going againit the 
ſhining light and ſtrongeſt evidences of thy own reaſon, and furs when 
God ſhill Judge thee according to the Law of the remembrance of him 
written in thy heart, thy fin will be found to be fo much the more ſinfull, 
hateſul, inexcuſable, by how much thou haſt gone againſt the very light 
of Nature, thy own certain knowledge, and reaſon ic ſelf. But fo 
much of the greatneſs of this (in, 

Secondſy, A few words of the dunger of it, Poſſibly ſome that are 
Ittie or yothing aff. &.d with the greatneſs of this ſin in it ſelt, may bz 
\ymewhat awakened with the co11':deration of the diu er of it to them 
[e:ves, Conſider then | 
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$ 1. The forgetting and diſowning God will provcke him to forget & diſ- 
| g wy — Chron.15.2. The Lord i with y # while ye bi with him, and if ye 
ſeek him he wid be found , bat if ye ferſ:hs him, he will forſake you, 
| Remember God, Ly be far ek : — him, and he wil — 
, you: but diſacknowledge him, and he will diſacknowledge you. Rcla- 
tions are mutual, and the due of Relates each to other, is reciprocal , if 
thou doſt not remember and own him as thy Creator, he will not re- 
member and own thee as his Creature, and what can be worſe then this ? 
Sce what God threatneth, tr. 23.39. Behold, I even I will utterly forget 
you, ard I will forſake you : and it is ſpoken of, as you may ſee by the 
Context, as the ſoreſt doom, the heavieſt burthen that can be laid upon 
the back of a poor creature, Forget God, and it will come to that which 
the Prophet ſpeaks of, I/. 27. 11. He that made them will have no mercy on 
them, and he that formed them will ſhew, them no favenr. It is an Argu- 
ment much made uſe of in Scripture, moving the Lord to remember us 
in mer ey, moving him to compaſlion towards us, to tell him that we are 
bu creatures,that le is owr MMaker,and we are the work of hu bandt, Job 10. 
3.9. Plal.118 8. 1fa.64.8. but not to own him as ſuch, invalidates this 
| Argument, ſuch forfeit the favour and merciful regard of the that 
made them: and if this be the doleful condition of ſuch as do ft re- 
member him, that he that made them will not have mercy on them, and he 
that formed them will ſorw them no favour, it is high time for every one 
to look about him, A day may come man (doſt not thou think ſo?) when 
thou wilt be glad to plead the Priviledge of a poor Creature with the God 
that made thee, but will not God ſtop thy mouth wich thy not remembring 
thy Createx Doſt thou not know (or doſt thou think thou ſhalt never 
know) what it is in a day of extremity to have no where elſe to fly, but 
to the mercy of the God that made thee, to the favour and pity of the 
God that formed thee, and to have this way blockt, to have God ſhake 
thee off, and forget and diſown thee (as thou haſt done him) as to ſhew- 
ing thee any favour ? Thinkeſt thou the time will never be (as little as thou 
cat eſt for, or ſtandeſt in need of God now) when thou ſhalt know thou 
ſtandeſt in as much nced of God, as he doth of thee? thou ſtandeſt in as 
much need of his merciful remembrance, his beneficence, as he of thy 
dutiful remembrarce and obedience, . 
2. Conſider, the »ot rewembring, the forgetting God will provoke him 
to blow upon, and blaſt you in all your Enter prizes, rendring them fruit- 
leſs and unſucceſsful, rendring them vain and einpty and vexatious: it is 
Gods ſavour ard preſence that is the happineſs of every condition, that 


ſweetens all our en joyments, and ſucceeds all our undertakings ; and it — 
the 
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the abſence of God, his disfavour, that makes all but a meer heap of va- 
nity and vexation, and ſuch as forget God (though the world ſinile upon 
them for the preſent) ſhall at ſaſt tinde this ſo to their ſorrow, /. 17. 
10,11, Jecanſe thou haſt forgotten the Cod of thy ſalvation, ana haſt nit 
been mindful of the Rock of thy ſtrength, therefore uit thaw plant pleaſant 
plants, and ſbalt ſet it with ſtrange flips 1 In the day falt thou make thy 
plant to grow, and in the morning ſhalt then make thy ſerd to flouriſh ; bus 
rhe harveft ſhall be a heap in the day of grief, and of deſperate ſorrow. The 
plain meaning of it is, that howſoever thoſe that forget God purſue the 
world, may go ſmoothly on for a while, yer vexatious diſappointment 
will be the iſſae, a ruinous heap, irrepairable fruttration, cauſing grief 
and deſperate ſorrow, ſhall be the harveſt which the flouriſhing ſeeds- 
time of all their cunning, careful, painful, pleaſing, promiſing projects 
ſhall afford them, You may ſee how the awlule flouriſhing, but af.er- 
withering eſtate of ſuch as forget God is deſcribed, ob 8.11, Cc. and 
frequently elſwhere in Scripture, 1 beſeech you think of ir, for atime 
you may thrive without God in the world, the more you forget him, the 
more you may proſper, and the more you proſper the more you may 
for get him, as too many times men do; they feel the world a coming, 


and cool apace Godward; the world grows upon them, and God grows . 


more and more out of remembrance with them: think, I ſay, whatſo- 
ever your preſent flouriſhing eſtate may promiſe you, the barveſ# will be 
4 beap in the day of grief. and deſperate (orrow. 

3. Conſider, the ſor getting God will provoke him to bring upon you 
Spiritual Judgements, to give you up to blindneſs of minde, hardneſs of 
heart, to infatuate and beſoc you, leave you to a ſeared Conſcience, ard a 
ſenſleſneſs in ſinning. You have, Pſal.81, God calling upon /ſrae! (while 
he graciouſly remembers them of himſelf) to be owning and acknow- 
ledging of him, but they will not; and what comes of it? ver. 11. So 7 
gave them up to their own hearts lufts, and they walked in their own counſels. 
You may reade (and tremble to reade) what is ſaid of them, Rem. i. that 
when they knew God, did not gloriſie him as God, that did not like to retain 
God in their knowledge , that for this carſe God gave them wy to vile fe- 
Yin, to a reprobate minde, to be filled with all tmrighteouſneſt, to all exceſs 
of, and beſottedneſs in ſinning. A hard heart, a reprobate minde, a ſeared 
Conſcience, a bring paſt feeling, 2 committing fin with greedineſs, are the 
ſid eſſects of not remembring, of forgetting and diſacknowledging G dd. 
And Oh tha: thoſe of the younger ſort would think of this, that 611nanr(r 
of winde, that hardneſs of heart, that ſpiritual aper and benunmmeareſs of 
Conſcience, that greedineſs in inning, that exceſs of riet, which many run 
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b wo, and which grows upon them with their years, are the ſad and vin- 
ive eſſicts of -their not re embring and turning to the Lord in their 
er time. 
4d. And laſtly Confider, God will finde a time to remember ſuch as 
one him, he will finde a time to be remembred (and ſadly remembred 
by ſuch as moſt ſlight him, God will have his glory, his acknowledge- 
ar; he will tetch it out of thoſe that forget and diſacknowledge him 
pon earth, in Hell, P/ſal. 61 17. The wicked ſhall be turned inte Hell, and 
all the nations that fo et God , then and there God will be righted, he 
will come cver with thee for all thy neglect, contempt, for getfulneſs of 
kim, and caſting him behinde thy back, Prov. 16. 4. The Lord hath 
made all things for himſelf; yea even the wicked for the day of evil; q. d. 
God will not loſe his labour in making them neither, he will have his 
honour out of them too, in their per dition and deſtruction; as God 
faith of Z iden, Ezek. 28.22. that he will be known, glorified, ſanctiſied in 
ler, in the executing of Fudgement: : ſo if now thou wilt not voluntarily 
remember, acknowledge, glorifie him, a day is coming when God will 
make thee remember, acknowledge him, ſerve to his glory (though little 
to thy benefit or comfort) whether thou wilt ax no. Lay theſe things 
then, and think, that as in nothing you ſo much remember your 
ves, your own concer ments, as in remembering God, ſo in nothing you 
ſo much forget your ſelves, your own good, as in forgetting & diſacknow- 
ledging him. TI have been longer upon this Uſe then I intended, and 
malt neceſſarily be more contracted in what remains. 

Uſe II. is for Exhortation, and earneſt perſwaſion unto all and every 
one to remember his Creator, and do it now, Remember now thy Creator &c. 
# . doubtleſs it is a duty incumbent upon all, and of — age, to be now 

attended by them, the notion of a Creator challenges this at every mans 
hand, and that preſently and out of hand, be they young or be they old, 
* have they more or have they1leſs neglected it, it = the vo duty of 
every one: it is the fin of ſuch that have for gotter Bod in their youth, 
but it is their duty to remember him in their age; haſt thou forgotten 
God ſo long or ſo long? it lyes upon thee now to remember him. Some- 
what would have been ſpoken more generally unto all (but time ſcanting 
upon us) we ſhall eſpecially urge the Exhor tation upon ſuch as are the 
perſons to whom the Text is di: ecting it. And I beſeech you, my Bre- 
thren of the Riſing Cem ration, Saffir the word of Exhortation which 
ſpeaketh to you, and to every one ot you in particular, Remember now 

' thy Creator in the dayes of thy youth, It is not ſaid, Remember now your 
Creator, & let all men remember now their Creator, but Remember now 
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thy Creator: that none may put it off to the general, God puts it home 
to each one in particular. To thee young man it is ſpoken, and ii ee 
young woman; to thee ohn, and tothee Thimas , to thee May, and 
to thee Sarah, the Exhortation as much, as particular ly concerns thee, as 
if thy Name were written in the Text: and, Oh that I might be & poor 
Inſtrument in the hand of God, to bring home this word to thy Heart 
Oh that I might be thy eff. ual Remembrancer upon the account, Oh 
that I might per ſwade, prevalencly perſwade thee, now in the dajes ef 
youth to remember thy Creator! Oh that now man, now in the dayes of t 
youth, while ic is yet morning with thee, thou wouldeſt rake time at ad- 
vantage, and improve this preſent, precious, peerleſs ſeaſon, which wilt; 
be but for a little while, in the ſerious applying thy ſelf hereunto, Jac 
minding the God, and thy duty cowards the Cod that made thee, M 
while the evil des come not. Remember and turn unto him now, 1h. 8 
and acknowledge, and love, and fear, and ſerve him om: Do n 
there is no ſuch haſte, if any man may put it off for a while I may, tire 
can be no great danger or damage in 1 it a little: There is ſuch 
haſte, no man may put it off, no not a while, neither mayeſt thou, the 
danger, the damage of deferring but a little, a week, a day, may d#thy | 

eternal undoing, O do not think it is duty indeed to remember God, * 
matter of importance, is what muſt be done, I will do |, I will do it 
more, I will be more ſerious in it her caſter; but look up it as thy now 
duty, as matter of importance and neceſſity to be done, and to be done 
to pur poſe, to be ſeriouſly dealt in #ow : truly bis /ahor, here is the diffi- 
culty ; to perſwade men that it is duty to remember God, to convine 
men of the neceſſity of it, that it muſt be done, is not hard, but alas to 
prevail with men to do ic e, inſtancly, preſently to attend it, here is the 
d fficulty and impoſſibilicy with the moſt men, and it is this, O it is'this, 
the now remembring Ged, that I would fain perſwade thee to. "And to 
preſs home this Exhortation to a preſent remembring God, to the doing orf 
it now is the dayes of youth, I might muſter up a multitude of by a ö 
ſiderations, but I ſhall onely requeſt you to reflect upon, a 
little wich you from the Groxnds which we before · intimgted to you, why 
the youngelt may not put it off, to be now rewembring tir Creator, Con- 
ſider then _ 
1. Thar hou remember thy Creator is due unto him now, it is his nigh” 
due, it is thy wow 4. Do not look upon it under the notion of dary+" 
o1ely, a thing of neceſſity, what muſt have a time to be thou ht on 
be pe: ſwaded to think of, and conſider ic more nearly, 45 matter er x 
anty, that which lyes upon «bee with the greateſt gecelbiey char can be, 
D ; 4 & » . 
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not ſometime, but now at this preſent time to be attended, Queſtionleſs 
dhat n duty, that it is of neceſlity, and that it ſhall be done, they will finde 
a time ſor it, is with moſt men: Sure thou art ſaying in thy heart (thou 
| that az preſent art moſt remiſs, negligem and for getſul of God) 1 will , 
remtiber and turn unto the Lord ſometime or other before 1 die: thou 
art iptending, pur poſing. promiſing thy ſelf, that though at preſent thou 
ary too neglective, yet it ſhall not be alwayes thus, hereafter thou wilt 
more ſerious, and if it be done at «ry time, it will be as well as if thou 
didſt it ow, Raſt thou not ſome ſuch reaſonings of heart as theſe ? To 
which 1 anſwer, That though ſuch indeed be the bottomleſs Mercy of 
God, and the bGundleſs Merits of the precious Blood-ſhed of the Lord 
/ ,_ Jeſus, that upon a ſound and ſoaking Repentance, and ſerious re- 
membring of him at laſt, thoſe that have long, ever ſo long neglected it, 
ſhall be graciouſly forgiven, yet it is not otherwiſe all one to forget, 
neglet God this day, week, moneth, year, though thou ſhouldſt remem- 
ber him the next. Man, it is thy duty now, it is Gods due #ow, thou 
mayeſt not think it is well enough, or it is all one, if thou remember and 
turn unto him any time hereafter ; the duty of ro day cannot be done to 
morrow, thy now duty, the duty of thy youth, cannot be done hereafter | 
andin thy Age, though the neglect may be repented of and pardoned, 
which bew ſeldome it is we ſhall hereafter ſhew. And beſides, Oh that 
thou wouldſt think what it is to abuſe thy God, bi cauſe thou hopeſt to 
finde him ſo — — what it is to neglect duty, and purpoſe 
to repent when thou haſt done as a remedy, which is to make the belt of 
thy caſe. O do not thus put off God, whatever thy future intendments 
may be, in delaying bis now dee, thou mayeſt not thus deal with thy fel- 
low-creature, Prov.4.27. Withbold not good from them to whom it as due; 
we may not defer and pur off the payment of what is due to men, as the 
Scripture plentifully ſpeaks, and wilt thou thus deal with God ? 
2. Conſider, as it is thy now duty, God's zow due, that thou remem- 
ber him; ſo God calleth for it ew : 1s it not lawfn! for me to do what I 
will ee ſaleh the man in the Parable, Matth. 10. 1 5. May not 


God when he Will call for his own? God claims no more then his due, his 
now due, bat this be is making preſent challenge of, and calling for with- 
out delay; thou canſt not ſay but thou art his debtor, ner art thou able 
to make amy prerence that it is not yet due, nor is there any room of an 
, excuſe for thee that it is not demanded, God makes preſent demand, he 
gives thee no time to put it off, Had God left it as a duty i diff: reit to 
at any time done, provided it were done, had God ſaid, See thou re- 
member me ſometime or other, it had been but wiſdome for thee to do 
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it to dy, that knoxeſt 1.0t whether thou ſhalt have a norrew to do it in; 
but God c.!}5 for it no, an it is re il dilobedience (purpoſe as thou wilt | 
for the fu. ue) no t % i row, It is ours to do as What, fo when God 
requires, aud eo deiay ard put off when God calls, is a great degree of 
diſobedience ili. uldit th u aſ. er wards atterd it. The great ones of the 
World, thy bigger tello w- Creatures, man, will not brook it to have their 
Commands trifl-d, their dub je cts and Servants dare not do it, what they 
Command, and when they Command muit be attended: when the King 
commands Haway, as you may reade in the ſtory, (EH. 6.) rake the 
Apparel, and the horſe, as thou haſt ſaid, and do even to Mordecai the eu] , 
though it were a matter went as much againſt the hair as might be, be 
preſently attends it, as you may there ſee; and is it for thee lightly to 
pat it off, when God calls, Remember now thy Creator, O young men, 
T beſeech you look upon it as a dreadful, provoking, daWerous thing, to 
{light and put off the Commands of God when he calls for preſent obe- 

dience. Do not onely look upon it as a dreadful thing altogether to put 
off the Commands of God, but to do it at all; and O now comply with 
the now Call of God. O that it might be with you, as the Plalmilt 
ſpeaks of himſelf, P/al. 27. 8. when thow ſaidſt , Seek ye my face: my 
heart ſaid unto thee, Thy face Lord will I ſeek, Make God ſuch returns, 
when God ſaith, Remember now thy Creator, let thy heart eccho unto the 
Command, and ſay unto him, Ay Creator Lord will I remember. I made 
bafte and delayed not (faith David, Pſal. 119.60.) to keep thy Commandments : 
ſo the Call, the Command of God being upon thee, make baſte and de- 
hay not to attend it. 

3. Andlaſtly, conſider, as thou oweſt thy Creator this preſent debt of 
Remembrance, and he calleth for, and makes demand of it , ſo wow is 
the fitteſt time for payment, thou art ow in the beſt capacity to do it, now 
is the dayes of thy youth, while the evill dayes come not, before thoſe times of 
leſs advantage, of greater diſadvantage overtake thee, no time to this pre- 
ſent time, no age to the dayes of youth, thou haſt #ew ſuch a price in 
hand, as thou wilt never enioy more; it is the argument which David by 
his meſſengers improves with Nabal (1 Sam. 25.8.) we cee in « good 
day give I pray thee, &c. God is come unto thee in 4 1 day, white he calls 
upon thee n in the dayes of thy youth, while the evil dajes come not, to re- 
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member him. O think man, will there ever be a fairer oppafrunity then 
now is, or wilt thou ever be in brtter capacity then thou now art, thine | 
eyes may wecp over this when loſt, but will they ever ſee ſuch another 
ſeaſon as theſe dayes of youth are now affording thee ? will thy capacity, 
ability be greater or better then now it is à or will thy wor ke be eaſier 
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then now it is? or will thy hindrances be fewer, thy helpes and advan- 
tages more, then now they are ? if not, why ſhon'd!t thou put it off, why 
ſnouldeſt thou not make uſe of this preſent time? Sure thou judgeſt 
it requilice, indiſpenſibly requiſite, to remember, turn to God, ſeck him, 
ſer ve bim, and that in good earneſt, thou canſt not but, know it is what 
m done, or thou art for ever undone; And why may not what 
muff be done be as well done, yea better done now then put off longer. O 
thi ſeriouſly of it, if thou ever meaneſt to remember God, now is the 

e, wow in the dayes of thy youth is the fitteſt, faireſt opportunity. And 
decauſe this is an argument of weight, and ſuch as may breake off all de- 
layes, were it but well thought of, let me requeſt thee a little more 
particularly to conſider, * 

1. This is the belt, the fitteſt time, becauſe now the work will be moſt 
ſeix ible and facile ; the ſooner thou ſetteſt upon the work to remember 
and turn un: o God, the eaſier it will be, and the longer thou art putting 
off, the more difficulties and diſadvantages will attend thee in it, and it 
this be ſo in a work of that neceſſity and importance as this is, certainly 
it concerns thee to look about thee preſently, But this is ſo, for, 
(1.) Thy delaying, deferting, putting off, doth diſpoſe thee more and 

more ſtill ro delay, defer, put off: the longer thou art putting off, the 
' ironger will thy diſpoſition be to be putting eff till; the old Saying is 
J ue here, Qui now vult bodie cras minus apts erit, He that will not 
"today, ſhall be leſs fir to morrow; he that puts eff now, will be more 
prone to put off hereafter ; he that defers for the preſent, will do 
i puch more for the future. Let me ask thee, (and I beſecch thee ſeri- | 
| eonſider of it) Doſt thou finde thy ſelf more diſpoſed to take the 
[ ent time that now is, by all thy paſt puttings off ? nay, doſt thou nat 
| Fade chu he more thou delayeſt and putteſt off, the more thou mayeſt, 
and that chou art ſo much the readier to do it ſtill, by how much the 
longet thou haſt done it already ? and if this be the effect of former put 
sun to the preſent, thou mayeſt eaſily gather what will be the fruit of 
_ preſent p 23 to the foture. O believe it, every dayes procraſlina- 
D . and moneths, and years proroguing and putting off, 
: Er rther off upon this aceount. Alas man, thou goeſt on from 
„ " daygoday, from one time to another, feeding thy ſelf wich ſuture hopes, 
3 iſes, purpoſes and intendments, while every day a greater indiſpo- je 
1 dangerous death. threatning temper is growing uporf thee. 


| 45 a.) Conſider, as thy indiſpoſition, diſaſſection is ſtrengthned by 
* ng, ſo every day the letts and hindrances, and blocks and diffi- 
ne way are dei beded. Doſt thou not think thou wouldeſt 
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finde enough to do of it now to turn over a new leaf, forget thy ranitieg, 
forſake thy tins, ſhake off thy looſe Companions, and fet thy ſeif to a ſe- 
rious remembring, converting and tur ning to the Lord, aud 

cultome in fin the longer thou goeſt on in it, render thy return (BY. che 

mor e difficutr, Per. 13.23. Het. 3.7, B, 13. Alas, the work is difficile, the 

hindrances many, thy heart ſo averſe and indiſpsſed, that thou kHelt 

a not how to pet ſwade and overcome thy ſelf to ſet upon it r 
yet art thou bold to delay ic, preſamptuoully promiſing thy ſelf t 

ing of it, when thy indiſpoſition will be more, and the ditficulties great 

then now they are, Thou miyeſt flatter thy ſelt while thou art putting 

off now, and putting off rhen, wich the hopes, of a futuce repentance and 

converſion, but certainly Satan who is labouring thy ruine, upon a more 

probable ground promiſeth himſelf his prey, while putting off co deliver 

thy ſelf, thou art every day more entangled in his ſnares, and the way of 

thy repentance blocked up, and rendred more difficult and unlikely every 

day then otber. Do but ſeriouſly think of this, and ſure thou wilt ſee 

little reaſon to be delaying and putting off any longer; thou wilt ſee 

great reaſon to ſet thy ſelf ro a preſent rewembring thy Creator, to a now 

converting and turning unto God, Did thy delay advantage these, It 

were ſomewhat; did it facilitate thy work, did it wear out the Hindraneeg 

it were ſome what, nay did it not diſadvantage thee it were more tolera- 

ble ; but when ſuch is ident and apparent diſadvantage of delay, 

O that ever thou ſhould(t be uilty of this r folly, yea madneſs, ag 

to put it off ill, And (3.) Conſider, that N by delaying and putting 

off to remember thy Creater, thou art increaſing thy own indiſpolitionz 

and the letts and difficulties in thy way gre daily heigtuned , ſo alſo (ich 

is as conſiderable as any thing) thou art ſet further and farchgr off che 

efficacy of helps and means hereunto conducing : thy continuing to re- 

fuſe, teſiſt, put eff, hath a probable and woful tendegey to take off che 

edge of any Convictions, Admonitions, Per ſwaſions, "Und make them of 

no force with thee, What is the reaſon af _ we Ger ſad experi- 

ence to beſo) the little efficacy the Miniſtry of the Word hach upon the 

hearts of men that have lien long under it, nay the leſs efficacy then for- 

erly. Time was, it may be, that an awakening Sermon would have 

more moved _ then now it will, is it not hence, that they have ſo long 

0 | put off the Calis of God, that tbey are now become powerleſs, « I bave 
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read of a Roman Senator, with whom poiſon had laſt. irs force, havin 
by degrees long hebituated himſelf to it, when, he would have 1 
himſelt for the ſhunning of a more ſhameſul death, he could not do it, 
it would not work with him: the Word of God is ſaid to be quick «nd 
| pewirfng, 
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powerful, and mighty is operation, but many a man delayes and dallies wich 
it ſo long, till it become to bim dead, powerleſs, and inoperative. Ob ! 
were this thought of, bow rarely are ſueh wrought upon to remember 
God in their Age, who have been called upon (as thou now art) to Ke- 
nr their Creator in the dayes of their youth, it is rarely, very rarely 
found, but men born and broug'c up under Means, are — wrought 
upon, converted and turned to God if ever, betore they paſs the fl. wer 
of their Age, and men brought under Means not long af:er they ticſt 
enjoy them, The Word of God i» wont early (if at al) to take indeed 
hold upon the Spirirs of ſuch as are b-1rn at brought up under it, and 
it is ordicarily made quickly (if ever) an indeed co.ryincing, converting, 
faving Word to them that are b. ought under it: for God eff: Qually to 


convert, and call home co himſelf in elder years, fuck as have not en- 


joyed the Means in their younger time, is more common; bu. to geo 
aged under Means, and then to be wroughc up», is a light ſeldome 
ſeen. Look into the Scripture and ſee, i: thou can" fi, de one Example 
of ſoch a thing; look into thy own Experience and think, how many 
haſt thou known ſavingly wrought upon in their od Age, in their declen- 
fions, that lived conſtantly under the Means of grace in their younger 
time. Many the fad and dreadful Examples of men grown Ser mon- 
proof, ſenfleſs, paſt feeling, upon whom the Word hath no power (unleſs 
to blinde and harden them further) that being often reproved, perſwaded, 
called upon, have ſtdod put off, are before thee in the Bible upon 
record, and in prefent ſad Experience; there are many, very many that 
having turned a deaf ear to the Calls of God to Remember their Creator 
in abe 727 their yourb, are ſtrangely infatuated, beſotted, hardened, 
rendred fenſleſs and obdurate in their Age; but there are few, very few, 
very very few, if any, that neglecting the Calls of God to remember 
him in their — 1 have attended it in their old Age. Man, believe this, 
that as thou haſt Ixtle, very little canſe to hope that the Calls of God te- 
ſiſted, refuſed in —— will be ſavingly eff: ual in thy Age; ſo the u 
haſt much, very much cauſe to fear, that the Word that now avails not 
wich thee to — — to a ſerious remembring of God, will be judi- 
cial y ſealing of thee up under blindneſs of minde and baraneſy of heart, 
for refuſing and putting off dis Call: thus it befell the V in like caſe, 

7.6.9, 10. But J baſten, g 
2. Coaſider, wow i» the dees of thy youth is the beſt, rhe moſt oppor- 
tune time to Remember thy Creator (not for the facilicy of the wock, 
as bath been ſaid, but) uſe thou ſhalt be ſure to finde God facile in 
accepting and remembring thee, now remembriog and turning to him, 
18 
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as God hath ſadly and ſeverely threatned ſuch as pſt off his Call, put off 
when he calls, to remember and turn unto him, the ſlipping of their 
ſeaſon, that they ſhall after finde the door of acceptance ſhut againſt 
them, Zech.7,13; and often elſwhere, ſo God hath graciouſly promiſed 
and laid forth his readineſs to ſhew mercy unto ſuch as remember and 
ſeek him betimes: in Prev. 8. 17. and other places, you may ſee the pro- 
miſe of finding made over to early ſerhing , and to this purpoſe is that of 
the Prophet, I/. 55. 6. Seek, ye the Lord while be may be found: there is 
a ſeaſon, there is a whi/e, when God may be found, but put off # while, 
miſs chis ſeaſon, and the caſe may be altered. You may ſee God at once 
and together (Prov.1.23, and following verſes) promiling as to the p 
ſent, and chreatning as to the future; I intreat chee co take notice of it, 
God calls thee, Remember new thy Creator, &c. and as to the preſene 
attendance of his Call, thou many gracious Promiſes ; but as to 
the future, if thou wilt adventure to delay, dally, and put it off, the ſad 
threatnings of a fee late, look wiſhly upon thee, Well may | ſay of thy 
now remembring God, now is the daes of thy youth, as the Apoſtle, 2 Cer. 
6.2, Bbold, now ts the accepted time, now u the day of ſalvation, O now 
man is a time of acceptance, a ſalvation day; O now, now remember 
aud turn umo the Lord. withone any more delay or la ger putting off 
ſer thy ſelf ſerb:ufly to ſ-ek ard acknowledge him: O be not — + of 
tha: great iniprudeace, to pot off and triflc away a fare ſeaſon of graci- 
ous be:1gn acceptance, and by chy ſo doirg run thy ſelf — rhe woful 
hazard ut lang che Joor ot Grace and Mercy ſhut and bolted againſt 
thee, Which 100 ” irs ſtanding wide open invires thy entra::ce, bat lay 
hold upon che wow ſraſon a5 the acceptable time, the day of ſalvation. 

3. Conſider, o is the dayer of 1hy youth is the belt, the fitteſt time to 
remember thy Creator, becauſe this is acceptable to him, worthy of him, 
(as I may ſo ſpeak) bat to put him off to elder years, to old age, is ro offer 
him great indignity, and cannot but be exceeding provoking, he is worthy 
of the fir and be ro whom thou oweſt thy ad, and to devote and dedicate 
to him the morning of thy time. the flower and ſtreggth of thy age, this 
is worthy of him, this God rakes well, rakes kindly, you may ſee how af- 
ſectionately. how pathetically God beſpeaks Ira upon this account, Per. 
2.2. Ge and cry in the ears of Jeruſalew, ſaymg.Thus ſaith the Lord, [ remm- 
ber the kindneſs of thy youth, he takes this ſo well, he accepts this ſo kindly, 
that he will after paſs by many backſ1.dings and infirmities, as oa may 
ſee by what follows in the beginning of the next Chapter : God will noe 
eaſily caſt off ſuch as early cleave unto him. Honour the Lord with thy ſub- 
ſtance, (as it is Prov. 3,9.) and with the firſt fruits of all thine increaſe , 
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*cisappicable to wat we are, as well as what we have to our ſelves, our 
abilnies of body and minde, as well as our outward eſtates, ard by i- 


we fee thir God challenge h our whole, bur he layes a peculiar claim as if. 


were tour 75% and ,, as to the [ir i-frmirs of old, To put him off then 
with the wer /t and A, the drens at : hy time, che decayes of thy ftrength, 
v hit i; it ꝰ to think to put him off thus. how unworthy, how provoking 
) 1- ire hill the flztn, and world, and Devil be firſt minded, regarded , 
/ ſerved, hai theſe po away with the firſt and be of thy time, Hrength, 
abilities, whic.11s Cds due, and will it be enough to put him off at laſt 
- wrtkrrhecregs and ler inęs of aft; doft thow thu requite the Lord O think 
f what contanpt this reflects upon God. what indigtuty is hereby done him, 
> how unworthity, how unreafonebly thou art dealing with him and how 
| provoking it mult needs be to him; tf ink of the argument in the Text, 
Remember now thy Creator in the day's of thy youth, while the evil days 
cose nt, wer the yrars draw ug b, wben rhou alt ſay, I have m pleaſure 
in l: wk» 1 ä 
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memory freſh, all thy abikries ttrong and vigor ons, but this will 


* 
> ys 
thee: Now ther ciore Remember him, do not put bim off till then; 
Alu min, to dolzy now me he calls apon theec/ now in the diyes of thy 
Fouth oy nemember bim, with punpoſes and intendments of doing it here- 
after, what is it, but. implicitly to iy the firſt ahd beſt is too good tor God, 
when thou haſt laid out the prime and choice of thy time and abiſities elſe. 
where, thou art pur poſing and intending to reſerve for and beſtow the re- 
fuſe, the leavinga upog him; when the world and fleſh have drunk up the 
| wine of thy fir ength aud time (rs may ſo ſpeak) then God ſhall have 
the lees: Oh man, is not this the very reaſon why the call of God to re- 
/ member bim ſo little prevails wich thee, but that thou art putting off and 
delaying of it; is it not this, becauſe thou haſt other lovers to take up 
- thy preſent thoughts, hence men hope they may mind their pe iſut es 
in thcie youth, and thin hop: they may mind the world in their middle age. 
In elder years they hope, they purpoſe and intend to remerr ber 19eey Creator, 
nor would they intend him this allowance neither, but that they know the 
dayes of their youth will not alwayes laſt, and that the dayes of old age 
and death muſt and will overtake them; God is made a meer reſerve, 
they will ofinde the world, their pleaſures while they may, and — God 
1 laſt becauſe they needs mult; upon the account of a meer (lf 
Sit not very thus wirh thee man, and doit thou think this will do ? is ic 


| 
Ven is it right, is it equall, thy ſelf being Jus ge, that the tit fruits, 
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Tuouart nom inthy: prime, in chy trenprh; in thy flower thy ſpirit is 
laſtz the impotent, unpleaſunt, liſileſs times of old age are liaſtning 
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nay the whole har veſt it may be, the flower of thy youth, and the trengeh j 
of thine age, ſha be otherwhere beſtowed, and God put off with the 
alte Meanings \, is es tigbt, is it equal l, is it worthy thy Maker man, 
tliat the fleſh, arid world, and devil, ſhould skim the Cream and drink the 
top be ar{t and beſt ſet ved, and che God chat made ther, mintains thee, 
and mult ſave thee or thou periſheſt everlaſtingly, be ſerved with the lait 
and worſt? Look into Mal. 1. 14. Curſid be the dicei ver, which hath is 
hit his floth a male, and vewtth an (acrvificeth to the Lord 4carrapt thing ;* for 
Jaa gre Ring, faith the Lord left, and my me iure ful among 16s . 
ate ' Dwell « likw-npon —— cexcy doth x —— ; 
mayeſt (and pt bab vit 4 cheat upon thy own poor immortal ſoul, 
but will God be —— ö * we tell — unteldome tlie dregs of 
Gods anger come to their portion, that are preſumir g to put hun off with 
the dregs of their Age; cake heed man, leſt it prove thy caſe” , thon 
mayelt ( Eſau- like) ſtdο place for repemancy (nat geally in chy del, nor 
yet wit God )- thenth 1how fork, it *cartfully* with: ; thou miytſt | 
"and ſoy, How | 


” ww __ 
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mou at the laſt, en thy. et and thy bouy ars w 
bave I hated iaſt ration — mayeſt — remember in thy ſhri- 
vell'd Age, when thou haſt run thy tourſe, and. wer un out hy time and 
ſtrengtk in the ſer vito of ſia und art now dropping into another world, 
and andreſſing to the (fire pd ſeaſenabie i ions thou ſai 
hadft ; thop mayeſt how} upon. thy bed ini laſi, when the ſorrows 
bom aſs I hie about; and the hai of bel get hold wyon thee ,, thou mayeſt "% 
then profeſs to repent and turn to God, when thou canſt enjoy the world, ©. 
ſerve the fleſh no longer he wil . God call ſuch — forz aw, 
meer ly to ſave thy own skin, ſuch aſeeming toner ſioh Red & ?; 
mayeſt thou not expect that God walt make thee che ſime anſwer, which + 
it is ſaid he did to a wretched old man, who now deing ready to die, would 
needs repent and turn to God, Ubi cenſemſiſ i favinam ibi conſume fur- 
ferem, Where thou haſt ſpent = flower there go ſpedd thy bran? may- 
eſt thou nos juſtly dread that. od withnone of chy dregs? Thou art now 
running out thy life in a wretched forgetfulteſs of and thickeſt to 
— 1 taking on to repeſe, andi erying God =arcy it a® bat 
thou not cauſe to fear that when at laſt caſt, in old Age, upon the ! 
bed, when going out of the world, thou art crying him Mercy, that God 


will ſend "thee in the day of diſſreſs. o n gods whom thn bf. ſerved to 
ſave thee? that he will ſay to thee; N, rar n make an end ar thes 
b braun, make thy left of that thou baſt of temed berter and um 
more then me, I will none of thy leavings ;, the workd andthy af bave bad 
thy firſt fruits, thy mein harveſt, let them take thy gleanings 160, © =_ 
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heed man, leſt it come to this, but now, O now, in the time of acceptance 
make haſte to turn unto him, ; 

4. And laſtly, Conſider, now in the det of thy youth is the beſk; the 
choiceſt, and moſt advantagious ſeaſon to rewember thy Creator, becauſe 
hereby thou ſhalt beſt provide (moſt abundantly, moſt ſurely) for thy 
own good and comfort, as is notoriouſly evident, But to inſtance briefly 
in three things, 

r. Hereby much ſin, and conſequently much ſorrow, many tears and 
. temptations, many a ſad thought will be prevented : thou canſt not but 
know (if thou knoweſt any thing) that eyery day thou art deferring and 
putting off to remember God, every day thou art going on to forget, 
neglect, diſacknowledge him, thou art making work for Repentance, 
thou art hereby laying up ſorrow for thy ſelf, if God ſhall hereafter give 
thee Repentance, or if not, treaſaring ap wrath againſt the day of wrath, 
ond the revelation of God; righteome judgement : Thy — 1 moſt 
obviouſly runs thee upon this dilemma, either many ſorrows, ſad throws 
of heart, if God peradventure will give thee Repentance here, or etet- 
nal ſorrow in the place of ſorrow, where there is thing but weeping, 
and — and guaſbing of teeth hereafter, and who would witting| 
make a rod for his own back > who would willingly perſevere in a courſe 
of laying up ſorrow for himſelf > who would do knowingly, continue to 
do that, that he muſt ſorrowfully ugdo, or ſuffer eter nally for? who 
would thus wilfully make work tor Repentance > Believe it man, if ever 
God give thee ſound Repentance, Repentance unto life, thou wilt fiade ſin 
evil and bitter enough, thou needeſt not aggravate it, when thou indeed 
gomeſt ro make work for Repentance, thou wilt then know what it is to 
have made ſo much work of Repentance, when God ſhall ſer thy fios, 
thy neglects of him, a courſe of forgetting, lighting, contemning him, 
that thou haſt long run on in, is order before thee, though it be in order 
to thy Humiliation, Repentance, Converiion, it may make thee wiſh again 
and again thou hadſt never flood out ſo long, and ſtored up ſo much ſor · 
row for thy own foul, Let me here intimate to you a little more particular- 
ly two viree things, I will but intimate them, though well worchy your 

erious conſideration, (1.) As we have been ſaying, Be ſure the more 
thou multiplieſt to fin, the longer thou art going pn in a, courſe of for- 
getting God, che more thou art multiplying thy own ſorrows if God 
youchiafe thee Repentance, (2,) Late — ions are like Births in 
thoſe that are ancient, got without much difficulty, a hard travail, many 
throws, difficult deliverance ; God ſaveth ſome, though more ſeldomly, 
that have longer put him off, but it is then /o @ by fire, as the _ 

peaks. 
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ſpeaks, 1 Cor.3.15. or as it is de ver.22.23. And of ſome have com- 
pin, making 4 difference, and others ſure with fear, pulling them out of 
the fire: ſo God acts, ſuch a difference he makes, in ſeaſorung ſome with 
his grace in their young and tender years, and more ealily work ng them 
to himſelf, whileſt others that run on are ſaved with fear, and pulled 
a$ brands out of the fire, many fears, heart-miſgiving , deſpairing ' 
thoughts ſuch are ordinarily attended with, God commonly makes chole 
that long put off, a Magar-miſſabib if ever he ſhew them mercy : ſuch 
are more ſeldome humbled, converted, ſaved, and when they are, it is 
not without much ado, (3) The fins of youth, which ſuch have deeply 
run imo, and long run on in, (though God do at laſt recover them by a 
ſound and ſoaking Repentance, and ſave them through much fear and 
terrour) remain many times a Corroſi ve gnawing upon their Spirits all 
their dayes, the fling of ſuch and ſuch a ſweet ſin that they have been 
deeply in, ſticks wich them to a dying day; it is made the hypocrites 
portion, to have has bones full of the fins of bi youth, Job 20.11. bur ir 
is many times the lot of ſuch whom God hath brought home to himſelf 
by a ſvund Repentan@, to be made to poſſeſs the iniquities of their youth, 
as is evident from obs complaint, Fob 13.26. and David: prayer, P/al. 
25 7. Upon this account, by remembring and turning to God now, 
thou mayeſt haply prevent ſuch fins, which ſhould God give thee here- 
aſter Repentance, may ſtick with thee to a dying day, and bring down (as 
? acob ſpeaks) thy gray bairs with ſorrow to the grave, See then this ad- 
vantage in a preſent early turning unto God, ic will prevent many ſor- 
rows, a great deal of fad work. O therefore take the Wiſe-mans coun- 
ſel in the laſt Verſe of the ſoregoing Chapter, Therefore remove ſorrow 
from thy heart, and put away evil from thy fleſh, do not put it upon thy 
ſes, but take the courſe, the onely wiſe way to remedy and prevent it, 
_ — preſcribes in the Text, Remember now thy Creator in the dayes of 
thy youth, 

2. As hereby much fin and ſorrow will be prevented, ſo hereb-' thou 
ſnalt abundantly provide for thy own good, comfort, benefit in after- 
time: if God take thee ſooner hence, it will be well thou art ready; if 
not, thou wilt abundantly reap in thy Age the benefic and advantage, the 
good and comfort of ti early remembring and turning to God. Tomb 
er Spring (as one ſaith) 27 the Seed-rime of grare and goalineſs : if in the 
Spring no Seed be fown, or none but Cockle or Darnel, or ſuch Weeds, 
what hope of Harveſt, or what a Harveſt may be expected > Forgettul- 
neſs of God in time of youth, cauſeth old Age to periſh, to be good for 
nothing; ſv ſome carry the ſenſe of that, Fob 30. 2, /n whim eld age 

Was 
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was -perih:4, i. e. their old Age was good for gokhing; but an early 
Seeds-time4s a good preſage of, and preparatory to a plentiful Hat veſt 
of. grace, joy, and comfort in after-times, . Conſider mere pariiculat ly 
a few £::1ngs here. but co touch them, (t.) To remeber and turn to 
God, to be good, take a right courſe betiines, is the way to be ſet. ed ly 
good, to be ſetled and eſtabliſhed in che way of God and godlineſs in 
Age; the ſooner thou art ſeaſoned with right principles, pious principles 
in youth, the more deeply and indelibly w'llthey be rivectcd iato thee in 
Age, Prov.2:2.:68 Train up a childt in the way he Hb, go, ana es he 
& o/d be will nat arpart fromsr, The proverb is, A young figuy and an 
o/d Devil: but the Spirit ol God knows better, and tells us, A Saint in 
youth, and an ef ablifhed Saint in Age; that which is ſuckedgen in youth, 
and a perſon is then ſeaſoned wich, becomes well rootgd and.ſetled 
in kim in Age. As if is; a dreadſull thing to grow; Aged in lin, 
becauſe ſuch ate hardly removed + ſo is it à happy thing to grow 
Aged in Grace and : Godlineſſe, becauſe ſuch ate moit fir mlys eſta- 
buſhed: but che onely way to this, is to begin betimes. (2.) la 
remember, turn to God betimes, to begin to he jnged good early, is the 
ready way to be good indeed, to be eminently good a forward Spring 
time, is here the ſoret unner of 2 — Haryelt ; as he 
that begins hetimes, and long continues to drive a gainſull ttadæ, is long 
is raking, in and treaſut ing up, muſt needs be well oped and (urniſhed, 
ſv it ia in the early Chriſtian in his age, he is rich in grace, in ſpiri: ual 
ences, c. Thoſe ordinarily are moſt fat and flouriſhing, and 
forthy moſt fruic in their age, chat begin betimes. Oh think, how 


EX 

bri 
tich in knowledge, practical ſaving knowledge, how ſtr ong in faith, how 
im tely acquainted with God, how humble, holy and —— minded, 
how, g in every grace, and rich in all manner of good wos. 
wighteſt thou be, would/t thou be perſwaded row in the daes of thy yourh 
to remembry thy Creator, O bei good, godly now, this is the way 


to be r good and godly, (j.) The laſt advantage 
that I hall game as to this, that chou ſhalt have by an early turning 
unto Go, is chis, It will greaten thy reward in heaven, none . 
ſerve God for nought, begin quickly, and hold on carefully ard _ 
ly, thou ſhalt loſe nothing by it, 1 Cor. 15. 58.*indeed the reward is not 
af work, it is of grace, but yet it is accbriling to work, 2 Cor. 9.6, begin 
Sever ſo ſoon, and fallow it ever ſo diligently, and continue ever fo long, 
zhou ſhalt then recaye a full reward for every moments ſervice, 

s, And laſtly, Herehy thy own goud and comfort ſhal! be as mo} 
y, ſo moſt certainly provided for. Do it now, ang then thou 


wilt 
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wilt be ſure to do it; but neglect it new, and thou art not certain of 4 
future time to attend it. Were there nothing in all that hach been al. 
ready ſaid, yet one would think there were enough in this one Conſi- 
der ation, were it ſeriouſly thought upon, to put an iſſue to all thought 
of delaying, and putting off, and put thee upon a now preſent remem- 
bring God, without more ado, or whiling it off any longer. Cluldhoed 
and Youth are vanity ; it is the Argument in the laſt words of the former 
Chapter, by which the Exhortation in the Text to 2 timey remembr. nz 
Cad, is as it were uſhered in; and were it laid to heart, ſure it would 
make thee lay by all delayes, Thy flouriſhing Youth, man, (O think 
of it) is fickle, flitting, Fail, ſubject to Death as well as old Age, Pa. 
4.14. For what i your life? it ij even a vapour : Man's life in general is 
ſo, ahe young man's life « even 4 vapour as well as the old man's, as we 
ſee in continual experience, Death's Motto is Nabi C ado, I give place 
to, I ſpare none. We are like Venice glaſſes; not thoſe that are firſt 
made are firſt broke, bur choſe that are firſt knocke, Death is often ſud- 
den and unexpected in its approaches; the evil day is very nigh ſome- 
times, when men are putting it turcheſt off: The fool in the Goſpel- 
Parable leſſons us, how prone we are to caſt up our Accounts for #:ary 
years, when it may be we have not one night tr» live. The notion of Death 
is too apt to look to all men, eſpecially to young men, like E “s Vi- 
ſion, Chap. 42. 27. The Vifion that he ſteth is for many dajer, and he 
propbecieth of times that are afar off, Young men look it may be on 
the gray-headed as well on their way to the Grave, and haply think it 
is time for old men to think of dying, but from themſelves they put 
it at a great diſtance; but moſt true it is, that Senibus Moers in janni 
adeleſcentibue in inſidiu, Death is oftentimes as near the young mans 
back as it is the old mans face, even while he ſaich of Death, (as the un- 
faithful Servant in the Goſpel of bis Lord) He detajerh his coming, it 
cometh in a day When be locketh not for it, and in an hour when be « not 
aware of, and calleth him off, and ſendeth him (unprepared as he is) 20 
the Land of Darkneſr, whence there is no redemption. O think man, 
hath not death ſurprized many a poor unprovided ſinner, that put rhe 
evil day far off as contidently, and upon as good grounds as thy ſelf ? 
Hath not Death prevented many a careleſs inconſiderate Loyrerer, who 
looked as little for his coming as thou doeft, and whoſe purpoſes for the 
future were as hopeful as thine now are? Haſt thou not followed =\ 
2 one to the Grave, that had as probable Arguments for a longer 


as any thou canft have? Continual experience tells thee, it is not thy 
F Youth, 


2 
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Vontli, or, Health and Strength, that can ſave thee, or ſo much as a 
little while Reprieve;che Arreſt of Death; how dolt thou dare then to 
pur off one day, when thou knoweſt not but it may be thy putting by 
ſor ever? Do but ſuppoſe (a dreadful yet probable ſuppolition) while 
thou art putting off and delaying a little, and yet a little longer, Death 
ſhould Gep in and prevent thee : O me- thinks this Argument, if nothing 
elſe will, ſhould effectually deterrethee from loyteting, and chroughly 
awaken theeto a now remembring thy Creator. 


I have ſaid what 1 ſhall ſay upon this Text, beſeeching you that ir 
may be thought upon, and beſeeclung God to give his bleſling : But I 
have another Subject, that I muſt crave a few minutes time, and a grain 


or two of patience more, to ſay ſomething of; and that is rhe Tongan 


latel/ deceaſed, at whoſe Requeſt, and as whoſe Begweſt, you bave had this 
Ser mon; and it is not the Commendation of the arad that is the thing in- 
tended, he needs it not, but the /»ftrnAion of the living. As his Death 
in the time and manner of it was a real Sermon upon the Text, of which 
we hare been ſpeaking, ſo (in order reſpect) was his Life alſo in ſome 
good degree: and I have two ſayings (fo young men eſpecially upon 
this Subject) 1. In ſome things obſervable in him as to his Life, he was 
« Patern for your Imitation, 2. In ſome things obſervable about him 
as to his Death, be was a» Example for your Admonition. 

Firſt,. In ſome things obſervable in him as to his Life, he was 4 Patern 
for _yaur tmitaiivs : but to iutimate ſome tew things of ſpecial remark, 

1. He was u young man of an innocent Converſation, Of, a civil, (aber 
Echaview ;,- he was not of a debauched diſſolute life, nor did he rn with 
ethers te that exceſs of riot, which (with ſad hearts) we ſee many young 
men do; his Converſation was not ſpotted with ſuch marks of deboill- 
neſs, as are too viſible upon too many of his Age. Now though Civility, 
Sobriety, Morality, are not Grace, yet they are Tewel of price, that have 
an amiableneſs and lovehneſs;both in the eyes of God and good men: it 
is ſaid of the young man in the Goſpel-ſtory (in Aar, 10.21.) that 
when Chriſt had heard from bim what be had done, how he had lived, 
that he was a civil, ſober, moral man (though evident it is by the ſtory 
that he was a Rronger- to the powey: of gedlineſi) that Jeſu beholding 
him, lied him. Not but that 7 am perſwaded briter things of the young 

of whom we are ſpeaking, and things that have accompanied ſalva- 
tis, though I thus ſpeak: but to ſhew you, that a meer Civil, Sober, 
Moral man is otherwiſe by God looked upon, then others — 
that 
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that are Scandalous and Profane : Chriſt hath a common live even to the 
better ſort of ungodly men, more then to the worſt, a civil, ſober, 
outwardly confot m. ble life, hath its account with God: not that J 
would have you reſt here, I hope his Example led you higher. 

2. He was a young man of 4 ſeriow Spirit, he had ſome real weight 
with him, and worth in him, It is ſaid of him by thoſe of the Family 
where he formerly ſojout ned amongſt us for ſome time, and now lately 
died and cook his leave of this world, That they never heard a vain miſe 
becoming word come out of bu meuth , and his Converſation was accord- 
ing : he was not vainly given, nor ſpent his time in Drinking, Gaming, 
Company-keeping, as many do, but was much in Reading, and took de- 
light, when his other buſineſs afforded him any leiſure, to be amongſt 
his Books and Papers; and very ready he was upon occaſion for the help 
of others upon ſuch accounts. Alas, a young man of 4 ſerioms Spirit, 
that is of ſome weight and \rorth, that is ſomerhing beſides meer froth 
and vanity, that mindes ſomething worthy a man, is too rare a ſight 
amongſt us. Oh the excteding vanity of the younger ſort! (and too 
many of the elder too) Alas, what a meer Bubble of Vanity, wrapped: 
up in a bundle of fine Clothes, is many a young Man, many 2 
Maid ? their clothing may be coſtly, but their hearts, their mindes (as 
the Wiſe-man ſpeaks, Prov.10.20.) are little worth, O how empty are 
they of all that is of worth, that good is, but running over with meer 
vanity, and ſuper fluity of naughtineſs, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Jam.r.21, 
Mens mindes and mouthes run over with very froth and vanity, ſcarce a 
ſerious thought in the one, or a ſober ſayoury word in the other; not a 
Bible or a good Book in hand the week long it may be: you had a better 
Example in him then this comes to, 

3. This young man (as is credibly teſtified of him) was 4 dutifuZ 
Childe to bus Parents; he was inured to bear the yoke from his youth; 
He could almoſt ſay, as the Son in the Parable to his Father, Zake 15. 29. 
Neither tran/greſſed I at any time thy commandment, Never but once (as 
himſelf was ſaying to an intimate Friend of his not long before his dear) 
was he unſeaſonably abſent from his Fathers Family in all his life. Yow.g 
men, I am afraid it is not ance, nor twice, nor thrice, nor ten times, that 
will excuſe ſome of you, is the complaint ef Parents, of Maſters, 
(and a ſad complaint it is) that they cannot keep their Children, * 


r 
der vants in, but that they will be out at all hours; and if you obſer vt, 
the bottom Argument is, Or ber do fo, aud they maſt and wit, O that you 
would be pet ſwaded to follow his better Example, 

F 2 4. To 
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4. To adde no more: He was a yourg man that ſeemed to ſavour of, 
and aſfect the beſt things, What is ſaid oi yourg Abijab, 1 King. 14.13, 
appeared very hopeful concerning him, that im h there was found ſome 
gcoi thing toward the Lora God of Iſratl. I do not doubt but that it 
may be truly ſaid of bim, That he had more Sermons by him of his 
own band-writing, not onely then the moſt of the young men in Fair- 
field, but then molt of his Age have. His writing Sermons at Meeting 
was commendable and imitable, as alſo the after-:mprovement that he 

made of them; his Notes were not laid by as-uſeleſs, or ſerved to pur 
under Pies, but they were overlook'd and repeated by himſelf, and to 
| Oochers as occaſion offer ed. The Sermons that be cock here the laſt Win- 
ter (as I am informed) have been fince called over in bis Fathers Family. 
| T hat he was ready and forward upon ſuch accounts, is the account that 
2 give of him that belt knew him; and as to thus, there is one thiug 


— 


more that would not be omitted, That when he came now lately out of 
the Bay, a liitle before bis laſt Sickneſs, that being at Sea upon the Sab- 
bath, and ſeeing the Mornihg well ſpent, and hothing going forward of 
#Sabbath- dayes work, be begen to minde them (chough the youngeſt of 
.. the Company) of the Day, and Duty thereunto belonging, deſiring they 

might go to oye, and he: would repeat a Sermon to chem, which ac- 
col dingly he did both Forenoon and Aſternoon. Your.g men, let I be- 
ſeech you his EAmple upon theſe aceounts provoke your Imitation. 


Secondly, As in theſe things obſervable in him as to his Life, he was 

a Patern fer: your: Imitation; ſo in ſomethings obſervable about him as 

to his Death, he was an Example for your Admonition. Very briefly but 
to couch opon-two or three things, leſt I utter l/ tire you. 

1. The Time ef hu Death; being in the flower of hu Ape, little more 

then Eighteen, is for your Fedmonition, to Remember now your Creator in 

> the'dages of peur youth, who are now in your bloſſ me: be was nor ur- 

rixed at the irengrb of his Age, he was but newly come as it were 10 

ers of diſcretion; Art thou paſt a Clnide ? doit thou begin to under- 

land thy ſelf? i is dangerous for thee to put off God, the remembring 

thy Creator not for a longer, but for any time: Art thou Fifreen, Sixt vn, 

ighreen years old ? it i too great an adventure to put it off till thou art 

Twenty, or One and twenty. Thou art young, and ſtrong, and luſty, 

tbinkeſt thou mayeſt more boldly adventure, meaſuring thy Life by 

tbyge and Conſtitution; but are theſe certain Evidences as to adven- 

ture thy Soul upon ? are. theſe ſuch infallible Probabilities as to run the 


in 


- tazardof thy hopes for Heaven upon? The Example that is before thee: 
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in this young man (whom Death ſcarce ſuffered to be calicd a man) may 
convince thee of the contrary, O who would not be alwayes ready, 
when his Summoas are ſo exceeding uncertai”, 

2. The Manner of hi Sickneſs is Admonitory alſo, and may Ileſſon you 
this, That it & good doing your great Work before the evil dayes of Sick. 
ſs come, Alas, there is lictle time, room, opportunity or abiluy then, 
A pained Body, a diſtempered Brain, a diſiurbed Spirit, diſability of 
Speech, neceſſary Reft, and theſe and thoſe Attendances, incapacitate, di- 
vert, take up the time, and leave men commonly but a ſorry opportu- 
nity of dog; any thing to purpoſe for their Souls, 1 was with lum di- 


vers times . Sickneſs, yet had opportunity but once to ſay any thing 


to purpoſe to him; one while flumbe ing, another while diliempered in 
his Head, or buſily taken up by his bodily neceſſities and attendances. 
O man, Death may ſnatch thee away ſuddenly, it doch not give every one 
a wee\. or ten dayes warning; but if nor, a leiſurely Sickneſs may afford 
thee little leiſure for thy Soul. 

3. How it was with him in his Sickneſs too, how his Spirit — 
may admoniſh you to make thorow work of your great Mor. It was di ffi- 
cult to him to ſpeak from an obſtruction in his Throat, and ſomewhat 
difficult to underſtand him when he did ſpeak, and ſo the leſs can be ſaid, 
but ſo much in ſubſtance might be gathered from him, That he looked 
upon himſelf an undone man without an intereſt in Jeſus Chriſt ; yet he 
was not without ſome hope that he was at peace with God in him, yet 
not without fears, bemoaning himſelf in reſpe& of his hardneſs of heart 
and blindneſs of minde, and that he had been no more throughly 


wrought upon by the Means that he had formerly enjoyed. O virs, 


Dying times are Trying times, to die cauſleſly confidently I am afraid 
is too common, but to die groundedly comfortably is a great work. O 
do, do throughly what thou haſt to do, man, when Death comes thou 
wilt not finde it i> too well dove, 


. ud 


